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E. TO-DAf- V

: JTh..bipw,Jell. suddenly:,-and- ; thjs
. yung-.-- . husband.-an- d j father- - was

stricken dcSn.ere .the sni'allest.pro- -

vjision had "been made for." the fii- -

uir.e; strioken..ddtfn in 'the morning
of his'yedrs,' ere liis IdinS.wefe fair- -

--- h girded for ..the" battle1 df. life.
- jL y.Oung,.fraiji inesfferienced-'wo-- J

pari; tioV.a widpw' ariji three' little
' pnes,, yretQ .'left' behind, jJeniiyless
- find Irieii'dldss:

In a city, hct-bea';.Iliargdr-
e'i Ma--

sori grew .tip" daintily: ' She 'had
rtlbeed taught the fine drt'df dancing;
ufiow'er-paihtih- g dn'd'tHe like, co'iild

I play a' few pieces bet the-pian- o with
iij passable sliillj and liad'sctade little

knowledge of the -- French- lahgiidge.
From --the !titfte ' she' was: ' seventeen

, -- she-wenfr' into coippany .'. For ;thb
II most parfc,-:he'r-da,ys.'passedv-idly;.o-

,r-'

I,
i'd the iiext thitrg'tpjidlene33,.jioveI- -

reading:';- - while-Iie- t jevenings lapsed
, pleasantly, away in making,:: visits:

.or receiveing: r-yisi- tpits', .with-- .
-- iiow'

' and tben-stlje- ; mpre exciting. diyer--

sity o1!. the --play opera,: co'ncett, bail:
, orpfariy. ; The --

twin:--Jffeg. vof :nse'
anddtrty came' not tolWraact; per- -

:ceptidn in1-- her- - bfafn-.sreTliyfe- d ;tb-- I

no'gjUrp'ose. but .to enjoy. . : ; ;
'

- Wias-'Sh- e' of 'wealthy;-- '
' parentage i?

---tio"! Had., she large exceptions ih- -

t6ure? Nothingof the' kind'!-riret- .

Masott" .w,as--- . aHo'tplian,-arid- -

deptendefft on a.! kind but., not
,: wise' felatiye' .who, brought lier up

as.to'or iriany girls ;a're b'rCjUglit.up
'

in ctfrr large' . cities. ,'.. He gave her-s- i

: sbk)yy,.; s)fperncial !, -- edu'eation,.-jduesspd

,lrer ars --iviell as his means"M

. puldltoandpiit fieran' 'the way '

of getting asltar't .in , . th'. world" .by-marriag-
e.

' Young' "nVeii .p'uly,..'jusfc.

.alittlebeffce'r ftted to' ehi'e'r upon
th'sf'eVnV 'h'afd ; worlc.o'f "life are
gcneraly w'pn-.b'y"tii'e:src'a-

ll a'ttrac-- '
'tioipfjnsi' such girls as Margaret-JSafe- v

Ia: thfe' presOTt' cafefe"j a"
cleWwli'ose'm'bderate'salary1 ?of' 's'ik

.hun'drcaa year had scarcely' met-;h"i- s

own wants"- - w.a"s the--anej- , found
'captive mvthei gosaam'cr- - veb-'-p- f piir-;- y

onng.i enchantress:'. ; Hia-- . namte ;
was-'A-lb.ertLesli-

e.

.' , -- sG .'-.- . v.-i'- P

-- .fTneyr Were' ntaVHea-,- ' and! withal
small --flourish' ojU trumpets :,3?h'ere-iwere'- -

pr.ese.nts?. paty-givingS- S. anil';
wordy cbhgralfulatipnsV and !;

t'heh'-pu-
r

..ypungad venturers oh j;he- - se'
of mJitriinPny Veje'left ; to'sfeer'thefr
bwnrcburse'ih Jife'and enjoy.' its'su
ny days,; ot'doi'battle'amid- - its"stpr'm.
Margaret 5fent ,fpr$h frote' ,H6mfe:

of het relative, where shehalt beeh-ten'derly?caYe'-
d;

''for since'' the'dayis
. dchilii-'h'ood,- -: vsent fbtth" --with-1- her,
young liasb4hdh.eve'r''again',tbi-'r'e-turn- .

Deaib?" 'sd6"ri 'after r entered'
that;ho.mpi' --rmpyeing ;its; founder
(and stay, and' its iriembeVs :.were-scattered'like'shrmnble'av- es

by the
wrindg of autumn i;- - J ;.." -

, :

r

We'JjwilFndt' wrife. pf; 'tKe' ybuhgi :

bride's; firt'sombre; :,e:xp,e'nenPe3;-l- -

.Tneycame aljfc&yconfe'c alt' who-- -

tic U3(t! lfei's rttJio fts'' freightjitf --frai fc :

vessel's andpjon'fatnoiP sea's. j

'ii tnend- - p'r'the:erye'a;rs;'5 .be'f'lius-TBandl'-Who'tha- tf

proved"'' Tihfo'rfcuiiate'4 ;

na.igisinesenture;yresolv;ed to-g6- "

west". 'llargaJf'e novs: theyeek' ;

exhausted, nervous yoiing m'bth.eriof
twos'chrldren,rhSd 'scarcely '.energy?'
encfugte lef&fof objectron.-cQ.aldash- e --

..

haV fullycdmprehendiall';;'thiat.:waa. :

in,vpl-e-
d in's'ucha:movetmeni;;1and;; .

sb-'th'efs'tep'w-

a's talcefii -x-

-Thoir odes-- .' ;;

ttoati6ns'-Chicago;f!wher.ejJJe3lie-
h

wa8fprTp'mtsed.as:'clershipr-in!ft- - 'for j
wa)5ing'hous'6ii &' hA'-rr- ' v;---'- -

' 5
''"Oluthisr'':iiewrswoi:ia .tlier.'-ybutgv-.- :

wife'ahd.'mqth'er TOap.-losticiifeW- i

jirticles;Of --fprhitttre: ibiought.vfcQnK
th"ea'sii Enlarged 'byisoMCaddilionsr i
hSdei'a,ttIic1pomt:.of UtheiriC desfcina-.- ; i-!irt'n?-ena- bfed7

heTn-?to.'cDnjinerice--

-:t

:' .housekeeping in:sjriall,. J;eneme;ftt
: far ajtjray.4nptk'ec5 t

. .th'at w.ouldjCpnume. Wj,k$E-6- l

; Mr.., Leglie 's. siairy .;
'

apa npjise iya's
guiltjess ;of .:JBp'dejn;.veniences;

,
andilieajmoshelplejs jpung .wife

. sooii.fdund-tJiat;th- e n,? jjprld into!

, whicli.she iad'.itrud&;c5vari.;q uit'e!.

as --gdiltiess. of ptheii aids' ipjcoSffor fc:;--

ablehousskeepiug",4dnow,:with
- ..Mrs..-- t'e'slie, life's; battle co j:ineuced

.

in earnest. ' Lpve.fpr Jh'er. husband .

and. children made ,,strpng"a sense
of duty ; and; -- weak ,an!d unskilled i

.as-sh- e was, she accpnofplished won-
ders in the- - way of creating' home
comforts out of the slerder materials
that lay in siich-uhprb'ttiisir-

ig shapes
around her; '-..'Noth- alftyf her time
was-sh- e able.;.to- - retain a ,sef.vant';
and so, in tHev-iatervitU,- . her small
8'elicate hands came' in.: rough ; ca'ti:;

...tact with tea:.kettle caud .washing-board- ':
.

' If tUe. duty was hard, wea:
riSOmeandTexausting, ..-- the- - frail,

--young jvoman:ditile.o'tjis!irin:k away
from --it; nor. even .isi.f, down- - and;fold
'her -- hands toLweep'fPr.-- a

-- se,asQn.-;-fco've

: was- - very strbng .tin. her! heart,,.

arid for -- .the:' sa'ke..-.of:;he'r- , beloved
ones)' she hcld"-,n'otback:';,aud.s-

o the
little hou3e'h!oid neyeejl0'3t,.in- - her1:

hu3ba'nd's!eye;,!its.?4;QO,ls ipf order.- - or.
aia,of coin'o'rt.1 And?' ifrMargar-et'g-,

'factf wore; otaim aspect o'f ,w;eari-ne'ss- v,

p'r iwals;.ipale".: an-'d- v languid, ;it
,6'WoWed notbiin'g of; ..peevishness .or
disconfent." ...The strange -- 6y.es ihalt
caugh'tran-occasiona- l glfmpse-Qf.the- .

pale -- lfle.: woman m'o.Viing . .aboit
her-hdii'seolr.'gliding.a'lo'n-

g-; on --he.
way". to' mUrfcet or tb'ef .store . guess- -

cagp, ahd'tlrer". child .wa'si.born, makin-

g-the numberof human blossoms
three.'' '--

It was just: six- - months from
-- this-time when; M'iv Leslie sickened
anddie'd, leaving, as.we said in the

woman,"', and ..three.'; little- - ones',
penniless'- - andi friendless".:-.-.Almos- t

literally was Jthis traejfeh-th-e salary
.of-M'ri- - 'Leslie:.; ad pro Vedv. barely
suffibieht to rae,etctheirdaily yantB."

'He died .'leavingihis; famiiy, nothing
' bu tlibir --..c'lbth- 'es' .-.aTid'i-t- he--scaut
--furniture 'the'"' bouse, .contained.. .."

" 7A-- little" wJiile-'th-
e stricken-- : wife--.

ray-stnn- d a'rM??prostrate ;;;the dca'i
can'nPli-waitn'd'sb.'ali'- - the- - solemn
ceremohiafs w"eht oh, eyeh it'o --.the.
biirr ial. ;! A feV: sympathizing-- , neigh
bbrs' ofiereawplrds;pf. comfort ;thkt
:catibWi'th .ho 'meaning to. tlie mQurxi-- .

ref'shear's;' and'.. tKbn' one after-- , anotti-- .
ei?jretirled; ah'd-th- e bereaed woman.
vas left alobb.with' i her'- - .orphaned ,

!HttlP":ohesi Bew'ildermerit.sucGeed-ea.-'Th'vbry'.sta- y
and1 support' of

,

thir!livesvhad beeii'suddenly renibv-e- d

ahd'W'hat mow' remaiiied fprthem
,

biit tq'lie'; dow'rt.ana perish- - by:tlie
:ay'?-The'i'bla'bknes- s ;6f darkness
gathered' over '.the. -- mind of-- ' Mrs.

--Leslie.;-' She ilookedrup.war.ds,''";thefe
fas"-rio'ligitj- ; she str.ainedher;' eyes"

;iiitb5 the'" surrounding j.gloom'v.-bu- t ,

'could tra;cefno'?:path- - infcb-.-whicH.-h- er .

feet,migh't v-entxir-

e. .. ;..;..-.'.-.- '
i'1 From this ta-te1;the,;shar.pspur-

,bf

inevitable' necessity-Zquickenc- d- .her.. ;

half'.stupefied,'jrmind;r:into --.intense,-activityi

.'Jbs.fci'n'eiff'ee.t frohi;..the,
dayj-.oti- ! t.:hjufi hUsbahd"dieS.y. --

:

Mrs.i3Leslie.Khd .a;yjsitfronv-.th- e
.--

j

owneri.of thfi. huaeiji whfclv .she; :j

lived.;:; --iThej cJjsnTt- - pfpThishpuse'iWas,
,-thr-

.ep:

hundred idQllarsaiijiear cand-:- .

as .theilanaipfdjiadp,:')Outsde s!e- -, .:

curity for.-bftopain;n-
J; thought!

prudent .to.-- lppjkjt&pfewat -- blbsely, ;;

into r-it-ho :;5VJ4.w''stcp.uditiptt.. .and :
pEospects.'.; He iwas'-a'coars-

g straight- - ,

forward manjploEpi'mbn'cy.'and i

k6W3.bptb;TirJto!ain:"aniJi jibw'to
'

j
'take;, carp qfjit .but w;as!-uqt,- : for alt.

that;hbarfcless.-.- f "After spcakiug.- - to'.' ;

... . .,l.t ' J ,
- U Mi. -- J-. - ... -

MrsL'cslleofjher lafe.tlS.erieyc.rnerii
in a approprla.te'rms.as'-Ke.kiie- H

- Hp'wtp-usei.ii- e put.the .'abrupt ,'q.ues- -

'"--

'!it&fa.':rr L& UiV: - ' '':-.-
-r- V-W-hat 'ari'Tyour .prospects; 'ruad:

'
' -- ;"Pt03RepV3!?jHaw g .What.? Sto
.did not clearlxjiinderstan'djhim.' ..

"
,

,-.;"J?-

uisne'ss as-- . .ba'isness", 'J.'niadarn',"
said-th- e iandior!d,;''ia.nd 1,'ani'a, plain
straightloVardman'.'hatl wish
to1 know. is. --iiheth'er ybii are'.r!iri' cir-t-;

cu'm'stance'stp'p'ay.the'.fento'f t this
hotfsej.it , is, as, 'yo'u know, three
hundred dbllar's.a' year."

Mrs. Leslie's face grew pale in-

stantly, and she gisped once or
twice "for breath. ,

"I have not come to' trouble you,
ma'am,!' said the, landlord1, whose
rough, heart was touched by. ihe im-- :

age of distress before "him, "but to
speak,of thing3 as .th'e'y "are, and
thus; maybe, ssa,v.e: you-fro- m some
.trouble in the future. Try . to. com-
pose yourself, anitl look the present
.right in the face';, The rent of this
house is three hundred dpllars : if
you are. able to, pay it, and wish. to
r.emaii;.whereyouare, I have" not
a.word o!f-:.pbjectL-

oh ;,to. niake.
.IIotv-,i3;.it- , Mrs. Lfeslip,',. .'.'..'.. .

,;;'!Gr.bd -- !help' '.mel".-''ej'ac.ulat'e- d the
'.iQiser,a;bJ:e'A woma'n,!'. bursting ."'into
tearSf.v'flmVpen'n'iless'an'd-'ffiend-- '

:.Ie9SP,f.: i:':..,.;...V. ' 7 .

:
,

I: The", landlord-waite- d iintih. fh'e
.poor .widow grew calm,

. then' , lie
.said' i'"I will .not press this matter
upb'n you to'-da'- y; Think over yo'n'r
situation -- and prospects, "aSid ;tp-m'o'rro- w

your mind Will be clearer.
I will call in again',. -- and then' . we
eaa-arrang- e '.about . yp'ifr.

,-rem-

cV-al'.i"

. . .The landlord alrose and was pas's-li'n'- g

.towards the" door' when Mrs.
Leslie' aroused herself --irith.a' strong
effort, and said''Ohy" stay!. No
gobd can come of waiting until to-

morrow. Spealcou't wh'at is in your
mind : I can! bear. to:h'ear it."

The landlord' turned and resumed
his". seat.

. ;.. .. , .
.-

-.'

.J'Of course'! sir, I 'am np't able tfo

pity the rent of this housed fori have
no income.., c.Bt. where,- - canj-1'go"-

?

wTiatcatl'db.'??'!!
"

.. !..' '. . .:

j.; "If jyouVdaa't afford .to' ; pay the
ren;t,; or course I can'tVafford .toilet'-!.y'ou- :

live; in.', my., --house!! ,1' wpiild
sbbh g'p!tb'thedogs,'at that rate."
,; ..Somethihg.of thb foughhess'.of.the'
nian's, nature .was apparent in" .his
mann'er!

,
t'tcwas"! as well,' .perhaps!;

for iVa'cpbd- - as':rsj)hr. to' rouse' the
ypxing wiidbw's''.'-feelihgs- ,

" diid thus"
give, her! thoughts' their needed ac-

tivity-.' ..' VjJ
--have, no wish' to remain

herif; sir'sh'tfrepltbd'," w'ilh forced
,calmhijss and1 some digpity pf man-
ner!' "x wpul'd. sooner 'die '.with my
childrenJthan'li ye oh" charity. G-iy- e

me!a'fewdays to cast around, and'
r.wiU'theh move away, and restore
ybur property .JQt0 yar hand. '

Hpw much rent' is, now due 1" .

. "A month's. rent is all ' t'he claim
rhave.'.biit . that ! will ..cheerfully
waive,, -- under, the' circumstances ;

nd beyond :. this, ma'am., if: yon
;waht my.

.-'a-

id: or advice about. a'hy-.tb.ingi.th- ey-

spll- - be- - chberfully. ;giv-en.-- .;

'Yoii . have. more- -
.-.-f-

urniture

than -- you' need; in
t

;shrinkinginto ' a
smaller compass -.-wit-

bypur.

children!
Sell. what :ypuj;can. spar,e;;.::it.;.w,iir
ibringia g.opd;price,;ahd thus secure

get in tbjthe '
w,ay; ,pf earning r..!so!me-.thing- .-

.haicanJ.y'paUb ?-- v' The'
s.traJglitfprward'-Jandlpid- 's ..; iMind:

iwent righVto stprin'cipalsrntpj'the
5?taf .canfu-ybiv-.dx- ) fz asjtheonly

Itp.efill-bas- is .of. lining in thp.-wprl-
d.

lrs:I6sliej,s;:.sint.tWiat --

b'ould she'doc?-Ai- , tha was --

, indeed
the.great-questiofi,!- . Hf mhsi,p.'was!
forgotten; . sh&hatl5 not; been in'--th- e

way. of .pyabtisjrjg.'since her marriage
Hor French -- had bcen.'ambre'super- -

t iic'iaf crria'ment; she could not teacli
--J French: ' Baintin'g and . drawing
--
; "wcre'-- a part of lierro'iitine in school :

b'ut:hat slie had learned of these
: were of no practical use to her now,
' .She was a 'trifle skilled in fine nee-- i

:dl.e work and embroidery ; plain
sewing' she- - had learned since she
b'ecanie' a mother. Her thoughts
passed all' these resources in hur-

ried review, but there was no promi-
se" in them. '

"What can5 yo'u do?': the land-
lord repealed his questio'u. ,

"I can trust in Grbd, said the dis-po'ridi- ng

widow, with .as much firm-

ness of voice as she could throw --
iu-to

the words:
. . "A poor dependence; without ef-

fort, let me tell you. God. helps
those that help themselves, also."

"It is about' the sa'm'c thing," said
"the landlord.- -

"lam willing to help' myself,"
spoke cut " Sirs. Leslie, with firm-

ness, I will trust-Go- d for the means
of. doing it."

"Now you arc getting into' the
r-ig-

h't way": hold on in this directio-

n-and you need not fear or be
faint-hearte- d- 1 never' saw a wo'--'

m'ari.yet, -- who," if true love gave en-

ergy to herpurposeSj'cou'Id net keep
her little- - ones "around . her ;' and
j'Oti, my -- I'riend',. young frail and ig- -'

noVan't'of the' World 'as you seem to
be,', will, I am certain be, no excep-
tion."- - ..." 77" ,'..
. "1 thank you; sir," for words' of
hope and encoara'gem'ent," and I al-

so except,, gratefully yo'ur kind o'f-f- er

of aid and advice in this", niy
great extremity. I see nothing
cleaV befoVo.ine- - no -v-- .-y opaniijjj;---form- y

feet ;' all is darkness or un-

certainty.. B'ut I' will- - lobk' up,"
striving, for1 patience and1 .li'o'pe,;

and keep' my hands', ready for the'
first work' that offers."

"That's it,"- - said' th'e landlord,' '
cheerfully. "And-'n'o- w your, first,
work is. to decide what articles of
furniture you" will keep' and' w'ha'fc --

yp'u will sell,'- - Reserve enough' to'
.furnish two. or three small rooms
and -- turn-, the! .rest into' nYoh'ey. f
D,buJt' brood' over your trouble ;'
:don't look ahbad with' doubt : but
dbjjhsc now what' reason' tells' you
it-i- V best to;. do..

' This1 .is' my dob-- '
trine, audi have found it a' good'
one.""" 7 . '. 7 .

"'There' camb-int- o' the face of Mrs!'
"Lbsiie a more hopeful aspebD ; all
of its-line- s grew" firmer, until the"
expression rose .into self-reliance-!.

"I will make' the" selection to-day-
,"

shb! 'said. '
--

, --- .--.

"Very well. Shall I call tp-mb- r-

row, with. an" auctioneer, and' write
out an inventory of all voir 'w'ish'to'
dispose of ?" '' " '. .'

, . ;;
This" was coming" still

,
closer to'

the hard reality of things, land' lier
sensitive1 spirit shrunk;'' back' .anil,
shiiddered'.. An auction1'.- - She Uail'
not thought of this', broad1 exposure'
of herself to the worldl

"Wpuld hot a private" sale be' as
well?" suggb'ste'ef Mrs!' Leslie,. in
a faltering voice!'

.-

-.

"Nb," "replied: the 'landlord ; "you
might sell a few things in! this way, .

after' hunting abp.utl'and going thro'
five times the'' trouble of a vendue.
Thebestwayby-al;l,'odds','i- s apub- - ,

lib sale ; --i't' is 'quickest-J'done- , and '.
...

--
. .

will.p.nt-m'br- e mprtey f'-i- n yotir pocWS ''.'
et, and you need all, yon-da-

n- get..:;-- .
'

. "Do. sires' you-- thiiik-bes't.- " MrsV;!; --

:

Leslie cbuld-'nbtkfee- p back .the sad.ff..;-nes- s

from' her "voice'.' -'- I-will make'" '.''''
'--

;

my selection; by-to.-rnprrbw- ."

'

v!V
:--

. She set, aboufc--;th.is-;- at once.jesi-- ;

olutely. endeaypring. to . rise "ab6ye7
the.:weaknp3S;:,and;;-.depress.io- n ;that-v'"-f.!- ';

bore her down and,. almost. paralKV
yzed.heii energics'!'7 .The "simple 'ef-:-;
fort" to :do Tvhat -i- 't-seemed righ t loa.'l
walk'fbrwardlnthe small. reach;pfs.b

. ... , . .- t..r. --.- :!, .tSHji- j' -- , - . .
-- . .. , C-:- . '-'.-
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