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OUK CHRISTMAS STORY.

The hero of our little tale was born
on Christmas eve, among tie hollows
of a New Englaud lill, whose slopiag
sides sent down inte. the vale below
while rafts of broken ice and snow
whenever the san nnloosed the icy reign
of winter. He grew up, went to school,
wappel jack-kaives, and rode down
hill in the winter as all enterprising
lads do. Little Asa P Was u
lively brick, and hal not a particle of
gram melancboly in his disposition. Ar
schoo! he was tormented with a lirely
passion, eallel pappy love, the object
of which was & gay little witch of a
creatwe, with coal black, laughiug eyss,
and ringlets of flaxen hair, which
dazneed on her alibaster neck as she
coyly ran over the strawberry patch.
Qur kero had a ““taking’ for the giri,
he knew not why, wod the two were al-
ways together. IDow they passed the
day in sweet converse, ani{ wiiled
away the long, dresry hoursia tellins
blae-beard stories, occasiouslly varying
the scene by jumpiog brouvks aad cha
siug great goizen wing:d buttesflies, i
ouiy repeaiing the hisiory o! all who
ha.pened to be born when very youny.
T'he story of youth iz th: same—ina
g1y seasoa whea the heart is nacankeved
by care, and the Larstiug pockets are
eraumed with pin boxes, bussen nats

aud at old rusty nail,

But the plot thizkens and our story
must basten along like a traveler car-
rying 2 smull bundle under his arm.

Asa’s father was dead  He Jived
with a hiard hearted ofd guardian, wh.
thrashed him half out of bis shoes, and
ks secses. He determined torun away.
Setakiug his licde friend by the hani
one day, be imparted to her the re-olu-
tion e hal formed, He must leave
her, She implored Asa never 1o for-
gotdar, and thea implanted a sweet
kiss on his brow, with mutual vows

_ofconstaney. Asa, witha sal hoar
and swelling breast, crept up to his
chamber, and packed up his lirtle budyg-
ot of things, ‘Che stairs creaked as he
desceaded to the hall, and be feared ev.
ery creak would be a signal of sla:m to
the ears of his detested ginirdian,  Asa
aothing dauated shied into the buttery
and tovk down a‘cold Tuark:y, and
lapped the cream from a delicious paa
of new milk, 'he eream whitened his
nowiped lips as he passed into ¢he or-
chard, 'Lne trees were whitened with
aa ccsan of white blussoias, avd sen:
dowanz shower of dzw. He passed the old
dog keanel and whisiled to the ‘purps.”
As our little haro with mouth wide open
for whatever should turp np, beat his
way duwa the old mill road, and as the
sun ruse, the water poured qver the old
dam like a sheet of silver. He knew
every pine log by heart where ba had
extructed gum. He came near beiug
arrestel anl seut back as a traant boy

“by au old be spectacled dame, whd held
her hand ovér her forshaad and  said,
saow I declarsif that aia’sTowm Tru-
ants boy+” Asa passed behind the
barn and managed this masked baitery
so unadroitly calculated to check his
gdvance. Asa hurriel on, and so
nust this story.  After a weeks dreary
tramphe arrived in New Bedford, got
on a whale shio, weat to the Indies,
was ca3t away on & rock bound coast,
whers he threw up his Turkey,

While our little casta way is run
ning'the gaustlet amimg jungled tiger«
an-l . missionary eating ecaunibals, in
search. of some friendly port, we are
ob'ized to leave him in this plight
rather uneecemonisusly, and shilt the
scene t0 & more ¢ ngenial part of this
. most voracious tal: Years must be
. gupposed by our turkey eating reader,
o hiave spad away, when in oae of our
fasbioaable boardingschols, the merry
laogh of ayourg muiden is ringiag ous.
Buifrs a:e plenty, and the once joyous
girl who kissad Asas, is the charm of
evecy circle. Bat.sha hesds not the
goie toaguad fletteries of her numercus

girl of years gone by, bcecomes in.
{turn, the teacher, recom plished, lo: ing,

true, the personification of every angel-
icvirtue. Her par-nts moved 1o a lictle
town in Hlinois, where the houses stood
on four blocks at each co-nar, and the
prabies a:e bespangled with a thousand
red lippd flowers.  She a<companies
them thither. Sheb-coms d-ymastic-
ied in the homely and invigorating af
fairs of the houszhold, thas changin
gracefully from proader occupations t.
wmote huable pursuits.

One day just as the sun had gene
down behind the prairiein go'dan splen

dor, & sailor, dressad in a suit of tar-

paulin, “hove” inty thelittle village.
The boys lock:d askance and the dogs
barked scandalously., The suilor was in
a fair way of baing discarded; but there
was oas who recognized him at once.
‘Chere wasa joyful greoting and & ma
king np fur lonz years of pariing. Asi
to'd his story. He escapad from the
shore where we last left im, weut to
the fndies, ergaged in crad:, and be

camo vick, Taere wasa wedding soon
afterthe nbovevdenouemens,and a rustle
ol satin and fi1s linen. Ihe war come
m, Aa’listei, and we douvt not if ke
nal succrede! in geutiivg a Pasn from
R.ls, he would 10 day be enjoying a
fine tuikey for di wer,

FROM MUNFURDSVILLE.
sULL PARTICULAR: 0P TUE ENGAGE-
MENT,

Fiom the Tonivilie Domocrat, Dec. 19,

From A+ Henvy Myers, of the First
Winconsin Regimeas, who cams in
‘st night from Mansfordsville, we have
1 full aud complete acconut cof the
skirmish at the Green river bridge on
Tuesday, frum which it appears that the
engagement was b:illiunt and hard
‘ought.

Bight compaunies of the Thirty Sae-
ond ladiana R:giment, Cal. Willich,
WULe s€nS across tie river as a picket
guard.  On the south baak of the river
iz & large field, which extends back
from the river about half & mile, and
then the timbar begins. The Thiny
Seeond, not suspe:ting any danger,
wers: scattered in squads of fifteen and
wwenty, wi.h their dayonets in their
belts.  Oaacriving nsar the timber, the
znemy wade zn stiack,

Theynumbered two reginanis of in
fantry, a regimant of cavefiy, ths Tex
a3 Ringers, and  a batlery ok six guns,
leis a wounder that the whole force was
vt cat to picces. At the coemand
they began to rally till viey had gath
zrel spme thres  handred 2nd filiy in
one body, Upon this body the cavairy
made a dash, bot chag held their ground,
and, drawing their bayonets ficm their
balis, mansged to kill a number of hor-
ses and men., Without fulling back
ono foot the entire forae of eight com-
panies suceeeled in rallying, and stood
their ground Dbravuly, fighting like -
ge's. At one point in the fi2ld was a
naystack, where twelve of the Thirty
Secont were stationed, in commend of
Lieut. Saxe, of Cincinnati. A compa-
ny of cavalty surrounded them and
ordered Lieut. Saxe to surrendsr. His
reply was, *Never.'” H: was armed
with two revolvers, and it is stated that
he shot.eight of the savalry, when e
was pierced with eight or nine shots
and fell.  Of the twelve men, ten were
killel, while fourteen of the cavulyy,
with their horses, were .completely rid-
dled. : - ’

~Captain Stone’s Louisville battery,
on-the north bank of the river, fired
theee shells at tho enemy. Ons wen’
ovar, another foil shost, but the third
went divectly to themark. Tha Thirty
Sixth Iadiana aad Sixceenth Ohie Reg-
jments weras>ut to their relief, but the
battls was ended an-l, the enamy in full
retreat befors their arrival. To the
glorious Thirty Second beloags all the
honnr of this brillinat engagement, ex-
capt so mnch as was done by Captain
Stoae’s battiry.

The Toxan Rangers are reported as

" glmirers; her Leart is somewhere else. |
The chacrming virtns of con<taney is,

hers. The gay, charmless, faoayhrless

baing enperd.riders, well armed, with
LEnfe'd rifla, one pair of revolvers, and
sabre to eagh man,

URI, DEC. 30, 1851.

——

The firing by t!-neg infantry and artjl
lery is represeuted apbeing vary poor,
often falling wide of the mark, Hul
it mot been for the ten kilied by the eay-
alry at the havs:acky where they were
srapletely sarronnfei thers  wauld
have heeu but three deaths in the Tairty
Seeond. i

INSTRUCTIINI IV PoPiR1¥G CLAIMS
£O 4 SOLDIARS PAY.

To enable those Wh‘p may have claims
upon the United Smt’ys, for monev due
deceased officers and soldiers, on ac-
conat of military sprvices rendered,
whether in the regular or volunteer ser-
vice, to obtain the S!W:le, with the least
Jdelay, the foilowing iélformation i3 far-
nished:

Order of Payment.

Order First —If the dzceased was
married, payment will'be made—1st, tn
the widow; 21, if up widow, te his
child, cr ehiidren; (i minors, to the
guardian.) ) )

Qrder Second.—1f ba died unmarried
—1:t, to the father; 24, if the futheris
dead, to the mother, il both parents are
dead, to th: brothers -an sisters, col-
lectively; lasily, to the heirs generul;

(to be “diswibated inascordance with
tha laws of the State in which ther de-
ceased had his domnieil.)

Application, Proof, Authenticalion,

_flpt-;lication.—- The .c!a!mam. ot c!a:im-
ants moot make 8 wrilten application,
under oath, aud over his_, ke:, or t,}xc'{r
o'wn sigaaturg, statinghiv, ber or their
pime, sge, residence, tounexion to the
Jeceased, with the istter or name of the
captain of the cowpany and regiment
to which he belonged; time of his death
anl the nature of the pay claimel;
whether “arreare of pay,” &¢.; av}d the
¢ 103 bounty,” uuder act of Jaly
22, 1¥61L. )

Proof.—To satisfy the accouvating
offisers whas the persob wr pemous thus
claiming is or are eati:led to the money
i1 tha eaarzcter, ho, she, or they claim,
the dopositions of two er=dibla witness-
as wili be r2quired, stating that thay
are asauvaipted with the claimws or
clatmanis, the connezimn held to the
dscensed. and thet they (ths depovenis)
are disinterasmed. )

Authentics ton—Ths spplicriivn and
dupo-iti !y, abave requircd, to b2 sub-
serived and sworn te befors a judge.
comuwis-ivner, naazy public, or jfl'r'.i'“""
of the pesce, du'y snuholiszd ¥ admi-
istar.on hs, aeeoupaniel by the certrfi-
eate aud sai of & cours of recurd as to
the fact of the faid julge, e, beiag
duly commimionnd sad acumyg i his
ofticial capacity ac the time of the oxe-
cution of vhs foregoing paps:s.

1t 1he soldier died wunariiad, it must
be 8o stated in ths applications of thoss
claiming to be the {ulher, motber,
brotbers, or sisters, 8s weil as by the
wilnesses. .

Proof of marriage (record svidence,
if possible) must AiWay3 accompiny
the spplications ot those claiwing to b2
Wiaows.”

Administration —As the takiag out
of *“lecers of a{ministeation’ is atten-
dod . with considorable expense, oftea
unuecessary, it is suggested that it be
doue only when required by the Aundi-
tor. )

Discharged Soldiers—~When & sol-
dier or voluateer is' aischarged, he is or
show'd ba 'furnished with a regnlar
“Diseiarge” aud two (duplicate *-Pay
Certificates.” Upoa tnese papers be
¢ap po paid by a paymaster of the ar
my upon their prosentaiion. Should he
fail to prosent them for paymeat to
payawaster, or, having presented them,
#0d payment refused, and they are sent
tv this offive, the applicant must state
the reesons for such refusal, accompa-
nied by proof of identity and authen-
tication, as in the case of deceased nol-
diers. Ia no case should tha “quth of
identity,”” on the back of the *Dis-
charge,” be fitled up, as the ‘Discharge’
is returned to, the soldiar after Lis claim
bas been acted upon. Where *Pay
Certificates” hava beea withheld, he
must send all other papers given %o

him at the time of his dischargo.

-__'

NO. 15.

Bounty —No  discharzed voluntieer
esu recesve tha honnty providerd by the
act of July 22, 1861, unlews **he shall
havs servel fur & pericd of two yaurs,

but *“the widow, if there b~ one, ani if
not, the lagal heirs of such as die, or
may ba kilied in the service, in addition
to all arrears of pay and allowuuces,
shall receive the sum of one hundred
doi'ars.”

Pensions —Anplications for pensions,
on account 0! **disability’’ recsived in
the service, shonld be mude to the Com-
mission=r of Peasions,
| Mode of Payment —Payments will
o¢ made by an order from the accoun-
ling officers on any pavmaster of the
army. Such order will require the
signature of the claimant on its fuce
before it will be paid.

Mode of Presenting Claims.—All
cidimants wishing to obtain infurms-
tion, or to present claims, cun comwmu-
nicate with this office by mail, and wiil
receive a3 speely areply as the busi-
nass of the office will allow.

Postage.—The governmeat pays all
postages on such c.mmunications,
whether received or transsitted by this
oftics. .

A compliaacs with the above rules
will iusure 8 prompt settiement of ali
claims, without nnneesrary delay.

Address  Hzsa B. Freveun.

Second Aunditor of Treax Lep’t,

Washington City, 1. C.

Me, Trambull.s Blll,

Tha bill introcnced in the Senare by
Mr. Teumbull, provides for the zbso-
lute forfe'tare of ali property of rebles
who are beyond the veach of judicial
process. ‘L'ne property in insurrectio-
nary districts is to be seizad 20d appro-
priated by militery powers. Thatin
the districts whors it can bz reached by
lezral process isto beeouniicated through
tize courts. 'The proceeds, after the puy-
ment of the expeasss aal just claim:
of loyal cialitors, are 1 to b applied
to raimbursing loyal citizens despoited
of their proparty by rebe's, and the bal-
ance to paging the expenses ot suppres-
g iuswrection, Rebel owners of
rlaves ara to foufeit their rizht to them
and the pegroes #re to becowas fre.
The presilent is to be piovited for
their colmizatton, if wiung to g, in
sowe trapical ¢oinicy where they wiil
haye the protectivn of the Govern
ment,

Never Saw THE Sea.—Fach brachn
of the Hue arty hws con:ribared it<{guot.
to the roll of spaspectod stces:es and
sudden boands into celobiity. "Laers
is tbe stery of Pum-sin impatiently
dashing his sponge against his eanvas,
and produging he precise wifect, the
foam on & worses moant, which he
had beea Jong and vainly laboring for,
ani there i¢ & eimilavone tuli of Hay-
den, the musical ccmpo-er, when re
quired to imitate a storm at sea. Ha
kent tryiug all sorts of pa-sages, ran
un and down the scals aud exhausted
his ingenaity in heaping togacher chro-
matic intetvals apd sirange discords.
Still Cartiz, the anthor of the liberato,
was Lots wisfied,” At last the musiciar
ous of patience, extended bis haunds to
the two oxtremities of the keys,” and
bringing them rapidly together, ex-
claimed, 1 he deuco tnke the tewpest!
[ cant make nothing out of it.”” “That
is the very thiag!” exciaimed Quartiz,
delighted with the truth of the represeut-
ation. Neither Haydn nor Curtz,adds
the axthor from. whum we ¢uots, had
ever seen the sea.

To Qarbondale Tiwmss, -on reliabl
information, snaogase: taat the spread
of thy tressonabls ovder of the “*Kniyhts
of the Golden Cirale” it startling in
all theborlsr States. It- swys:.that in
Sou-hern [llincis there are now proba-
bly 10,000 men éurollsl. Tre members
a:e oxclasively whai are called poace
men.

Ms. Linculn has received a present
of a very costly bonaet from the ladies
of New York. Oa the strings is a
likeness of “Old Abs,” surroanded by
a wreath, and this surmounted by na-

tional amblemas,

or dur ng the war, if svoner ended;’|

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Woe lenrn that th2 Press on which the
Springfiell (Mo.) AMitror was printed,
[ hag been hauled off to Arkansas by the
rebels, and the type and other materisl
of the Olfice destroyed. The editor,
who i3 now here, says he hopes he will
be able to return the compliment some
day. '

Dixp-—0n Saturday, December 213,
Peter Schryver, Fifer of Co. E, 36th
Tlis. Reg., of Little Rock, kendall co.,,
[llinois.

The blockading fleet, off Cape Henry,
bosrded two hundred and fifty seven
vessels between September 8th and No-
vember 27th. ‘

The Beaulort negroes are picking cot-
ton for the Government at three cents
per pound,

Senator Lane, of Kansas, has been
tendered a Brigadier Generalship by tha
President,

{[Lieut. Col W, 8. Ketchum, Acting
In.pector General of this Department,
is now here inspecting the troops.

Proxd eouised to give his men &
Christmas dinner in St. Louis, Part
of his rablle taken at Milford, arrived
in that city last evening, where they
will have a liberal allowance of Turn-
keys instead of Turkeys.

" The prisoners occupied thirty-four
car loads.

Gan. Scott has retarned with health
mueh improved. The Genaral had an
interview with'Napoleon before leaving
Paris.

About one mils of the North Mis.
souri Railroad hasbeen tornup by the
rebéls.

A large portion of Platte City was
recently destroyed by fire. Supposed
to bo the work of an incendiary.

The K -ntucky correspondant of the
St. Liouis Republican writes as follows?

T venture to pradict that the 10,030
additi mal troops for the role defence of
the Srate, cau ba raised in ten days,
Our people are burning with a desire to
expel the invaders from our eoil—wa
have resolved by the help of God, nct
ozly to drive them from our soil which
thay now polin.e, bat to follow them
into their homes snd hovels in Tennes.
see and Arkansas, and at the very doors
aml hesrth-stones of these unciyilized
veugabonds, wipe out the unprovoked
insult they have offcredus. They have
milaken the temper and spirit of IKens
tuckians, if they for a moment image
ine that we will tamely submit to the
cnirsges they hava heaped upon us by
the iavasion of our "soil. They must
and wiil be chastised, and that right se~
verely and right soon.”

It is stated that the war news from
Englaud, and the pressure of Congress
will have the effect to force McClellan
to advanee.

Col. Mulligan has nota very high
opivion of Home Guards, He thinks
them, like the Wide Awakes, ‘invinci-
ble in Peace and invisible in War,”—=
Mo. Dem,

The body of a middling sized man
contains & pound of phosphoras, which
if in afree state, and inflamed, would
barn him up and every thing around
him. N

Cun't ba | saysthe Hartford Zimes,
we know lots of old bachelors and anw
tiquated maideus who' haven’t phoss
phoras enough in ‘em to make a maick,

“The federals ars mow said to hav
eomplete conirol of all the princips
erosging poiots on the Missouri river.




