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Insight
Bed menace

threatening

agriculture
Efforts to control

fire ants hampered

By James P, Sterba
N.Y. Times Service

HOUSTON — The forebears of
solenopsis invictz, like some other
American colonists, were stowaways.

. The best guess is that they hid among
nursery plants aboard riverboats out of
Paraguay and landed st Mobile, Ala
around 1940.

Leavirg natural enemies in their old
country behind, they flourished in the
United States. Today, solenopsis in-
victa — better known as imported red
fire ants — infest 190,581,685 acres
(76,212,694 hectares) of pasture,
cropland, suburbs, parks and
backyardsmlﬂSou}hem states.,

Their poisonous-4ting drives laborers
and livestock from felds and children
from playgrounds. Their coleny
mounds ruin farm machinery and
lower land values. Their aerial

ing habits make them difficult to
push back. They are moving west
across Texas at a rate of 30 miles (48
kilometers) a year.

Last Thursday, production ceased on
the one insecticide deemed most ef-
fective by farmoers and ranchers at

the ants. Called mirex, it is

crder, must be expended by next June
o Afterthat,ltsuselsbanned.

., Farmers are frantic; en-

vironmentsalists are pleased. And a5 a

political battle takes shape over the ant

and itz antidote, scientists have stepped
up efforts to davelep new methads of
control.

“It’s the top pest menace in Texas
right now,” said Reagan V. Brown, the
state’s agriculture commissioner, “We
have insecticides for cotton boll
weevils, and biological control has dene
awonderfuljobagmnstscrewwormsm
cattle. But unless we can use an in-
secticide or find some biological control
breakthrough against fire ants, they
are going to knock a big hole in our
ahility to produce food.”

By adding other chemicals, scientists
. have developed a new form of mirex
that degrades, or breaks down
d)emmally much faster in the soil than
did previous formulations. But its
wxdwpreadmemqmmam:mmmof
two years of successful animal feeding

studies. The Environmental Protection
Agency is under pressure from farm
groups to allow its interim use and from
environmental groups not to allow its
use until testing is completed.

Brown, siding with Texas ranchers,
says that controlled use of mirex bait in
anyform—atone-smthofapoundper
acre — is far less damaging to the

(SeeFlRE,Page 16) -

By Mark Cowing
Missourizn stuif writer

“We are far too concerned about form, and far
too little concerned about substance,” the dean of

the University School of Medicine tcld his faculty.

Friday.

In his first forrnal assessment of the medical
school’s progress since becoming dean more than
two years ago, Dr. Charles C. Iobeck delivered
what he called a “critical overview™ to about 150
of the 280 regular faculty members.

Loback said the school's problems are
“peflected in over-administration, emphasis on
how things eperate, emphasis on how information
is delivered, not its Guality . . . emphasis on ap-
pearance, not the stuff of which we are made.”

Med school dean prods

A apecmc indication of “‘our quality problem,”
he said, is the atagnation in money being received
from granis, contracts and gifts. There has not
bezn an ble increase since 1974, when the
medical center received $3 million.

This is “disturbing,” especially in light of a 20
percent increase in applications for federal grants
and a 90 percent rise in applications for non-

federal grants, he said.
“'meeuiest to get a grant is to be so good
ﬂntﬁnqmﬁtye(yourwodtdemandsitmeor

two substantial pleces of work are worth more
than an infinite number of unimportant pieces,”
he said. *‘We must become more competitive.”
He also complained that scholarly quality is low.
Of the faculty’s 567 papegs written in the past three
years, only 93 have been publithed in “major”

professional journals, he said.

This represents an “extraordinery” production
rate of 2lmost two papers per faculty member, but
an acceptance rate of only 16 percent. He
estimated that in an average institution 50 to 70
percent of professional papers are published.

“It is my belief that our output of potboilers is
far too high and our teue scholarly output far too
low,” he said.

“Faculty responsibility is at least as important
as faculty freedom and s largely a question of seif-
discipline,” he said, “Faculty freedom is freedom
to pursue one's own intellectual course; it does not
include freedom to do nothing."

Lobeck said there hes been some progress since
1975, when, he said, he found amedical center that
took “comfort in mediocrity without a stress on

aculty

- the content or guality of our work.”

Depertmental studies and chairmanship search
committees have been instituted, three new
chairmen have been appointed, the dean’s oftice
staff has been reduced by more than half and a
council system has been established to provide
“faculty and student input into the decision.
making process,” he said.

But more is needed, he said.

He emphasized that the medical school should
strengthen its recruiting efforts, improve the
quality of faculty and student thought,
aggressively seek funds from the public and
examine all “‘educational and scholarly efforts in

(See DEAN, Page 12)

Christmas has

(}'hristmas gl@w

come to downtown the city with 450 hght bulbs each. The light
Philadelphia. The three 60-foot (18.3-meter)
treesofhghtsspanningBroadStreet brighten -

treeslead to City Hall. -

Curators vote
to increase fees

f@i’ d@r R

By Sara Themasson and Jeff Gordon
Missourian staff writers

The University Board of Curators
voted 6to 1 Friday to approve increases
of housing fees at the Columbia, Kansas
City and Roila campuses.

Curator Rebert Dempster strongly
opposed the proposals because, he said,
he is “fearful we will deny scme of our
students the right to attend the
University.”

Dempster said he particularly was
concernad with minority students being
urable to afford the 15 percent housing
increase coupled with a i3 percent
tuition hike — both of which will go into
eifect next year.

“I think we have sozked the students
as much as they can be soaked,” he
said. “Somebody here has to stick up

- for the students.”- .

He said the University is becoming
too expensive to serve its function as a
land-grant institution.

Subsidizing the dormitories was one
proposal discussed to keep dormitory
rates lower, but at a press conference
after the meeting President James C.
Olson emphasized that all housing
should be self-supporting.

“All students should not be called
upon to subsidize those who do live in
the dormitories,” Olson said. More than
6,000 students live in University housing
on the Columbia campus.

Dale Bowling, vice president for
business management, said that, if the
increases were not approved, the
University would be operating under a
$! million deficit on the Columbia
campus alone next year. Utility rates
have risen 30 percent in the last year
and inflation rates are continuing to
rise at 7 percent per year.

Housing rates on the Columbia
campus for the academic year will be
increased to $1,400 from $1,220 for a
double room and to $1,690 from $1,460
for a single room. Married student
housing will be raised $5 per month for
both one-hedroom and two-bedroom
apartments.

In better news, Olson announced that
full accreditation has been granted to
the College of Veterinary Medicine,
which has been on probation since its
first class graduated 27 years ago. )

The primary reason for not having

itories

accreditation until now has been poor
facilities and funding, not instructional

quality, Olson said.
The Council on Education of the
American Veterinary Medical

Association gave the college ac-
creditation because new buildings were
completed last spring.

Olson also reiterated his oppositien to
establishing a schiool of optometry on
one of the four campuses until existing
programs are improved.

“It seemns to me that we must achieve
a greater level of quality with existing
programs before assuming massive
new responsibilities such as those
which would be entailed in a school of
optometry,” he said.

Controversy over the possibility of
creating a school uf optometlry two
years ago embroiled University of-
fieials—who--didn"t want..it, . and
legislators who did.

The Coordinating Board of Higher
Education voted last Saturday to in-
vestigate again the feasibilty of putting
a regional optometry school on the
Marillac portion of the University’s St.
Louis campus. The proposed school
would cost $1.5 million if the Marillac
buildings were used, as opposed to $13
million if new buildings were con-
structed.

Up to 80 percent of the costs of the
scheol would be paid by the federal
government, and the remainder would
be paid by states using the school.

In other business, the curators
received the first draft of a report from
a 13-member University committee
studying the uses of the Weidon Spring
property. Proposed uses of the §,083-
acre (3,725-hectare) tract are:

+ Ecological research center for the
study of undisturbed shoreline in
relationship to its woods and uplands.

+~ Youth recreational and
educational center to expand existing
facilities of a boys’ camp located on the
property and provide for leadership

programs.

» Animal behavior center to study
indigenous animal life or breeding of
endangered and exotic species in
cooperation with the St. Louis zoo.

« Culture environmental center for
developoment of extensive Indian and
preindustrial archeological sites to
educate students and public.

U.S. leaders: Israel offers ‘sacrifices’ for peace

‘Froo: our wire serviees

WASHINGTON — Prime Minister Menahem
Begin Friday disclosed Israel’s secret peace
to President Carter and to senators

who called them “excellent” and said they in-
volve ‘mnwmnem...ontbeWestBank,

“ammmforresolvingtheﬁm:eoﬂ’alesﬁnian

m”

Henry Jac&on, D-Wash. “They are most im-

“] think sacrifices in every area in which

Neither would comment ¢n the reports

, SOINe

proposals, and when the world finds out

sacrifices are expected, respecting the position

BeginandCaxteraboa&eduledafo_llow—m,_

“lﬂﬂnkitlsanexcellentplan,"saidSm

road to peace.
- the moderate
anyway,” Jackson said.

. make many sacrifices.”

Sea life found beiow ice shelf

WASHWGTON(UPI)—AM«:
lowered down a quarter-mile
deep hola

h-'

pressive
about them, they will see we are really on the

--"*‘xttnnkmemderatembsmnbnymwunk
Palestinians will buy it. The
radical Arabs and Palestiniens will not buy

the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, everywhere.
“] think that the prime

now,” he said.

of the Israelis today and where they stand — on

minister is deter-
mined, if it can be humanly done, to bring peace

of which originated from what seemed to be
ofﬁcmllymspnredleaksmthelsraeliprm
Carter refused to answer reporters’ questions
asheusheredBegmtohlscar,andﬁ:eIsraeh
entering Blair Hotise, would say only that “‘we
discussed the most important problems con-

anything

- Sea. Jacob Javits, R-N.Y., a staunch friend of
- Israel, called the proposald “‘a credible basis for
peace”” and said Begin “is asking his country to

Asked what ﬂze sacnﬁm were, Javits szid,

MWonIdﬂndalifelamenvimunentbweath
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Amemgefmn.!ohnaough wenﬁﬁc the ice because of the absence of sunlight and
Antarcﬁea’smleéw dimnthemdmmmtiamﬁ--

& bacause the isspfar from
hnmubdarleheunmunm&mmmufe area is 8o  nutrient sources.

. -““Thizis clenrly not the caps,” Anderson said.
- “There “evidently I3 sulficient circulation to

o!bnitedlineund to: tocaphme
traps | hy some

and

The Carter-Begin meeting took place against
- a background of speculation that Begin would .
offer limited autonomy to the West Bank Jor-
danian territories — where some Arabs want to

build a Palestinian state — and to withdraw

from most of Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula lands.
~

cerning the peacemaking process
'I‘hethteHomeismedamtementaaying

the two leaders “‘discussed underlying prin-

ciples which could guide future negotiations’

(See SADAT, Page 12)
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