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SERMON.

B T N N e

BY BISHOP SHERLOCK.

“"Thér} were there two thieves crucified with
Him ; one on the right hand, and another
on the left. "—Matthew xxvil: 38, o

What different effects the jndgments | ¢ i qown Christions upon their death-

of God bave upon the minds of 1en,
may be learned from these examples now
before us. Tere are two.thioves-crucified
with our bléssed Savior; two, who were
probably guilty of the.same crimes, and
now under the same condemnation ; both
brought by the Providence of God to suf-
fer in the company of His own Son,
whose blood was shed for: the sins of the
whole world. - But mark theend of these
men ; One died reproaching and. blas-
pheming. ‘Christ, .and . breathed out his
soulin the agonies of guilt -and: despair ;-
the sther'saw, acknowlodged, and openly
confessed his Redesmer, and expired with,
the.sound of those blessed words in hig
ears, * To-day shalt thou be with me in
Paradise.” C

How adorable .is the wisdom of God,
who has thuy instisicted us ; and, by et
ting the examples of Hik justice and
mercy 80 near together, has taught us to
fear without despair,end :to hope.with-
out presumption! “Who - would" not
tremble for himself, when he sees the
man perish in hissins who died by his.
‘Savior’s side ; witkin reach of that blood
-which was poured out for his‘redemp-
“tion, but wanting faith to stretch out his
‘hand, and be saved:?

“What would the dying sinner give to
‘have his Bawvior -g¢ near him in his last
‘moments, that he might pour out his
+goul before Him, end seize by violence
‘the hand which -alone is able to save?

"Yet, he who had-all tliese advantajes en-
_joyed noneof them ; but died in his sins,
void of hope and of. comfort.

Must the sinner then despair, and Hag
1God forget tobe.merciful? No. Cast
your eyes on the other side of the cross,
-and there you-may see the mercy of Gred
displayed.in the brightest. colors. . .There
hangs ‘the penitent, surrounded- with all
the “tertors -of “approaching ~death; yet,]
in the midat of all calm and serene, con-
fessing his sing, glorifying the justice of.
God in his own punishment, rebuking:
the blasphemy of his companion, justify-

ing the innocgnce of his :Bavior, and |died: stidn; ¢
] j {useof all the remedies which the gospel

adoring him even in- the lowest'state of
misery ; and at last receiving ‘the certain
promige of & blessed immortality. =~

"Thus the case stands with all theal-’
lowances made to it which :seein most to
favor a:deathbed -repentance : And: yet,
ag if the scripture hadl said’ nothing of
the, wietch, 'who  died: blaspheming, and.
roproaching Christ,” nor given -us-any.
cause to fear that o wicked life may énd
in‘an hardened and obdurate death’; the
cage of the ,penitent only is drawn jato
oxample, and such hopes are built-on
it; as' are neither ‘consistent with “the
lawg of God, nor the werms of man's
salvation ; for even of this example the
most” preposterons and  absurd uké is
made, ~'This penitent, assoon as he came
to the knowlidge -of Chuist, repented of
his sing: - If-you are fond of the exam-
ple, go and do likewise : If yondelay, and
pursue the pleasures of sin, npon the en-
couragement shich this instanes affords
you, it is plain, that yon like apthing

in the repentsnce, but only the lateness;

of it; and that your inclinations are to
imitate the thief, rather than the penitent
Christian. @nce he lived by wiolence,
in defiance of ‘the laws of God and man:
‘When he was penitent, he abhorred and
detested - his iniquities :. - Which  part
would you imitate? If both, if like
him you.propese. to .enjoy the pleasures
of sin, and like him to repent and enjoy.
the pleasures of heaven, you mightily
impose on yoursclf; his case cap never
be’ yours, and therefore his example can-
not be your security. Besides, were the
case indced parallel to that of the dying
Ohristian, yet still it can -afford no cer-
tain hope ; -since ‘the proof is-as strong
from the case of the impenitent thief, that
you shall die in your sins ; as it can be
from the other case, that you shall re-
pent of them. ' i !
It would tdke -up too much of your
time to consider this case distinctly m all
its views: I shall theiefore only briefly’
hint to you the circwmstances which dis-
tinguish it from that of the dying Chris--

tian, .and . then procced to show what

little hope this example affords, allowing:
the case to be .what it is -generally sup-
posed tobe. .. .. ‘

First, then : In nll this perhaps there
may be nothing resembling a denth-bed
repentance. It is no urcommon thing
for. malefactors to lie in prison a long
time before they are brought to trial and
execution ; and if that is the present case,
there i3 room enough for the conversion
of this criminal before he came to suffer.
The circumstances incline this way. How
came he to be so well acquainted with the
innocence of Christ, if he never heard of
Him till he mot Him on thecross ? How
came it into his head to address to im
in the -manner he does, * Lord, remera-
ber.me when thou comést into thy King-
dom ?”  'What wete. the .marks.of roy-
alty that were to be discovered on the
crosg? . 'What the signs . .of dignity-and
power 2. What could lead him to.think

P f;{“‘ 1l ot

that his fellow-sufferer had a title to any
kingdoin'? What to imagine that IHo
was. Lord of the world’ that is to come ?
These - circumstances make it probable,
that he had elsewhere learned the charac-
ter " and dignity of Christ, and came per-
sunaded of the truth of His mission : And
what is-this to them who havs no desire

bed, though they would willingly go off
penitents 7 . B
Secondly: Suppose - this great. work

‘were begun. and finished on the eross;

yot it cannot be drawn. into .example by
Christian sinnérd’; ‘becanse theé conver-
sion of a Jew or anheathen isone thing,
and the repentance of a Christian is an-
other. The promises of God, through
Christ, are so far_ certain, that whenoever
an unbelisver repents and is converted,
his sins shall be forgiven. This was the
penitent’s case ;- and therefore the pardon
granted to him answers directly to bap-
tismal regeneration, and has nothing to
do with a death-bed repentance ; nor can
at all, affect them who have fallen from
graco once received. [For, '

© Thirdly, The profligate life of this un-
converteld sinner was not attended with
such agpravating circumstances as the
sing of Christiang are. He sinned against
the light of nature, and the common
rules of reason and morality : But ‘it
might at least Tesaid for him, thit he
wag the unhappy son of an unhappy fa-
ther, . conceived in the degenerate and
corrupted state of nature; that he wanted
both the sense and knowledge, the. hopes
and fears, and the helps and assistances,
which thé gospel affords for destroying
the power and dominion of sin: And
the greater his weakness was, the fitter
object of mercy was he; and because he

thad not been freed by grace from the]

power of sin, he had the better plea tobe

| freed: by mercy from punishment. = But

are there tho sime excuses, or the same
hopes of patdon for Christians, who sin
against knowledge, against the powerful

of the Holy Spirit, with which they wero
sealed’? “To sin in hopes of pardon, and
-upon'the prospect of future repentan:e,
is itself a great aggravation of sin, and a
gad abuse-of 'the mercy of Godi

. Tf the Lieathen sins, he sins under those
infirmities of nature for which Christ
.died’; but the Christiéin sins under the

Lias provided, and which were purchased

{for him :by his dying Savior. The con-

dition of mankind after the fall afforded,
without doubt, miny arguments of pity
.and compassion ; and such argnments as
‘moved the Son of God to undertake their
‘redemption. The  ignorant, the unen-

‘thése argiiments in his own behalf:- His
is ‘the, common cause of mankind; and
nature, with nnutterable groans, cries for
him:and sll her ¢hildren before her great
Oredtor. ", E
© If the penitentireceived the firstknowl-
edge of Christ upon the cross, yet, how
‘much more had he to ssy for himself,
than the Christian, who comes to make
his peace at the hr of death ? He might
thus plead his m‘l"ﬁn’ppj{ cause: “Lord, I
am one of those sinnérs, fer whom thy
son now expires npon the cross; I was
conceived in sin, ‘and brought forth in
‘iniquity ; T have wandered in ignorance
and darkness, without the light of thy
gospel to direct mie, without the help of
thy Spirit to protect me: Why was all

utes “only blessed with the kmowledge of
thy Son?_ Lord, accept the poor remains
-of life, since it is all I have left. to offer :
My latest bréath shall ‘conless my own
guilt, and my Savior’s innocence: And
gince thy wisdom has united me to Him
in this ecvoss, let me, never more. part
from Him ; but as I am joined with Him
in lis death, so let ine belikewise in His
life forever more.’”” DBut what shall the
dying Christian say, after an hardered
life of sin and impenitence?. What
words - shall we. put in his mouth to ap-
pease the anger of his injured Redeemer ?
You may spend your-time in lamenting
your past folly ; but with what language
will you approach to Goed 7  You hive
neither ignorance nor woakness to plead ;
you were enlightened with His Werd ;
and Hig Holy Spirit was ever ready to
assist you, had -you been ready toen-
deavor after holiness. What will you
then say, when frightened and amazed
-you call Tor mercy at your last moments
‘May not the Lord then say, * How long
have T'waited in wain for these prayers,
and these sighs 2 How have I spoken
to youby your consclence within, and by
the ministry of my Word from without ;

and how have' my. calls been despised ?
The gates of merey were always open to
you, but you shut them against yourself:

But though you couldly from the mercy

you.” Consider this ‘_I?ut calmly with
yourselves, and you will find that the
wicked Christian’s case is 80 much worse
than the penitent’s upon the cross, that
there can be mno reason for you to en-
courage “yourselves upon this example ;
or to hope for the ssme mercy, when your
case will be greatly different.’. These are
such circumstances-as enter into the natnre

and oftentimes impossible, to be imitated

L

motives of hope and fear; and in despite

Tightened sinner has a right to plead all

my life so dark, and these few last min-:

of God, yet His justice will overtakej

of the case, and will make it always unfit, |

by s Christian. But there are other eir-
cumstances fit to be observed, which ren-
der a death-bed repentance very insecure
and dangerous, though we should allow
it all the hopes which ‘have been raised
from the case before us. . ol
© Asg, first + Me‘that sins in‘hopes of re-
penting at last, mny sin so far, as to
grow hardened and obdurate, and inca-
pable of repentance when the time comes.
‘I'his reflection is grounded upon the case
of the impenitent thief; who was cruci-
fied with our Savior;. who, though he
had certainly all the outward advantages
‘which the penitent had, yet he made no
step toward repentance, but died reproach-
ing Ohrist, and joining with those wlo
crucified Him in that bitter jeer, «If
thou be the Ohrist, come down frem the
eross.”  Or, if you want more evidence,
this 'example may be backed by many
more in our owrn time; it being no un-
common thing to seo malefactors die
stupid and senseless, and go out of the
world an wickedly ag they have lived in
it: And what can this be attributed to,
Dut to. the: desertion of God’s Holy
Spirit, which will not always strive.with
sinners, but sometimes leaves them to per-
ishin the hardness of their hearts 2 So
that the man who sing in lioses of repent
ing, can mever be sure of this last re-
treat ; bocause by pursuing the first pars
of his design, that is, to enjoy the plea-
‘sure of sin, e may soon grow incapable
of the last, which is repenting. . I ques-
tion not but that those who reserve them-
gelves to these last hopes of repenting,
mean sincerely to _do_.it when the time
.comes ; for h rdly ean I think that any
man means to suffer for his -sinsi But
then those who enter upon sin.with these
tender regavds to their own souls, soon
grow above such mean thoughts, and
would scorn to own’ themselves in the

repentance ! They contract a familiarity

to make a mock of it, till by degrees their
consciences are hardened, and not to be

langnishing remains of grace. And from
hence it comes to pass, that when these
sinuers lis down upon a sick bed, they
often want both the will and the power
-to.ask forgiveness; and, by-an habitual
néglect of all parts’of religion;” become
unable to perform any, even thatin which
all their poot hopes '.ate concluded, to re-
pent-of, and ask -pardon for, their - sins:
No- ' is it in your own powertd sin to

sense of religion, amidst the pleasures of
iniquity : If it-were, possibly the danger
in this respect might be less : Bat habits
grow insensibly ;. there is a kind of mech-
anism in it, as in-the growth of the body,
L and he that' gives’ himself up to sin can
no more resolve how great'a sinner he
will be, than he that is born a man can
resolve how tall, or how short, of stature
he will be. To the truth-ef this expe-
rience daily witnesses: Happy are those
who want this fatal experience! With
‘how much pain and uneasiness do msn
bring themselves . to. do the things
which in a little time they -glory and
take pride in, or at least grow easy and
contented under ? And thus the man,
who, with great tremblings of heart, and
misgivings of mind, brings himself to
taste’ the pleasures of sin, with resolu-
tions -of an after repentance, comes at
1ast to be so well reconciled to his sins, as
not to think repentance necessary for
them.. The moment you give youiself
up to sin, you give yourself out of your
own power ; you lay the chains upon the
neek of reason, and set the passions free:

power of lust and affection: And when
triple cord is broken, and religion must
eral rout, one poor resolution, to repent

more than can be easily eonceived ; and
yet when you loge that, youlose your-
gelf { it is your last, your only hope.
Upon the wholé, there is much more
reason to fear, that sin,.if once youin-

stroy, your resolution of repentance, than
that your resolution to vépent should
ever- conquer and Gestroy the confirmed
powers, and habits of-sin. And I wish
-those *who' have mnot’ yet put it out of
their own :power to reason calmly upon
these things, would enter into.this debate
‘with their own hearts, and consider what
danger they are in : A few moments can-
not be too much to spénd in so weighty
an affair; and whenever you retire to
these copl thoughts, may the Ifather of
mercies inflience those moments of your
life, upon ’\',\\;hich 2ll oternity depends |

But, seconily, cotld you preserve yonr
resolutions of\repentance, yet still it is
not in your own power to Eecure an op-
portunity to" exocute "them. The thief
upon the cross died a violent death by
the hand of justice.; happy in -this at
least, that he lknew: how long he had. to
live ; and had no‘ground to fatter him-
gelf “with the hopes of . many- years to
come.  He had no pretense to defer his
repentanee, in prospect of a further-op-
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number of those who are candidates for

with sin, and, with: Solomon’s fools, learn

touched by those soft impressions which
at the first setting .out they felt from the.

what degree you please, .or to preserve a.

Conscience, which used to be your ad-
vance guard, and give you early notice’
of every approaching evil, falls into_ the

soon follow. after ; and how, in this gen-|

of all this iniquity, should escape, is]

‘dulge:it, shonld get the better of, and de-:

portunity ; nor wag. his ‘heart'to be al-|

lured by the soft and entertaining plea-

‘sures of life, when life itself was so near

expiring, From the like déath God de-

fend us ‘all ! and yet, without it, which
of us can hope for such favorable cir-

cumstances for repentance? . Whenever
the sinner thinks of repentance, he will
find that “he has & work of great sorrow
and trouble upon his. hands; and this
will make him unwilling to set about if.
No man is so old but that he thinks he
may lagt out’ ons year more: And then,
why will not to-morrow serve for re-
pentance as well asto-day? And thus
the great work is delayed, till sickness
or natural infirmities render him incapa-~
ble of it. It was the sight of this strange
delusion in which men live, still promis-
ing themsclves longer life, and upon those
Lopes deferring the necessary work of eter-
nity, which made the holy pfalmist break
forth into that moving petition: ¢ So
teach us to number our days,” that we may
apply our henrts unto wisdom.”” The way
that \men generally number their days,
can preduce nothing but folly and wick-
edness : "The many years, to come, which
they rejoice in, -serve only to make them
carcless -and -negligent, and thoughtless
of the great concerng of immortality
And whether men are not deluded by
‘these hopes, let any one judge. Do but
suppose that you were in the thief *s-case,
and certainly to die 'upon a fixed day:
Do you not think that you should have
other thoughts, other concerns- about
yon? Could you then delay your re-

time enough? If you would not do it
then, why will you do it now ? Ouly
for-this reason, that you'think you have
time enough in reserve to do this work
hereafter, And so you may continue to
think with as much reason, as you do
now, till death, or the sickness which
leads to it, surprises you. And hence it
comes to pass that very few, who sin with
resolutions of repentance, ever think of
it till they are confinel to a sick bed ;
because, as long as they are in health,
they have always this answer ready, it
 will be time enough hereafter. So that
‘the wunfortunate end, to which justice
‘brought this penitent upon the cross,
‘was, with respect to his conversion, an
‘advantage  that few Christians will give
themselves : The certainty of his death
made "his ‘tepentance certain, permitted
him no deldéys, no vain excuses; no flat-
tering hopes of better opportunities here-
after. R

. Thirdly, considering that Christians,
who propose to themselves this example
of the thief upon the cross, seldom. re-
pent-till they are warned by sickness to
prepare for death; they will evidently
want another advantagé, which this pen-
itent had. His death not being the effect
of any bodily pain, or distemper, but of
the Judge’s sentence, he brought with
him to the cross, which, if you please,
you may call his death bed, a sound body
and mind.. He had his senses perfect,
his ‘reason fresh and undisturbed ; and
was capable of performing such acts of
faith and devotion, as were necessary to
his repentance and conversion. Buthow
different often is the case of the sick and
languishing sinner? Perhaps he labors
under such acute pains, as will give him
no respite for thought or reflection ; -or
perbaps he dozes, and lies stupid, with-
out knowing his friends or relations, or
even himself; or perhaps the distemper
seizes his head, -and he raves and is dis-
tracted; loses his sense and reason, and
everything of the man, but the outward
shape, before his death. Ahnd are not
these hopeful circumstances for repent-
ance'? -Is a man likely to know and find
out his Savior, when he knows not even
his own. brother who stands by his bed
gide ? These are very common circum-

| stances, and such as render repentance

reason and  conscience are destroyed, the | jmpracticable.

) But should the sinner
escape all these accidents, and gp off
gently without being forsaken by his
sense or reason ; yet still it may happen,
and often it does, that his promised re-
pentance produces nothing but horror
and despair. In his life-time he flattered
himself with unreasonable hopes of mercy,
and now he begins to see how unreason-
able they were: Now he can think of
nothing, but that ‘he is going to appear
Jbefore his judge, to receive the just re-
wards of wickedness : Ie sees Him al-
ready -clothed with wrath and majesty ;
‘and forms within his own
breast the whole process of the last day.
If hesleeps, he dreams of judgment and
misery ; and when le awakes, believes
hiz dreams forebode his fate.
Jess and uneasy, thus void of comfort
and hope, without confidence to ask par-
don, without faith to receive it, does the
wretched sinner expire, and has the mis-
fortune to see his hopes die before him.

.}In a avord then, put all the favorable cir-

cumstances together that yon can ima-
gine ; bring the sinner’by the pentlest
decays of nature to his latter end ; give
him the fairest and the longest warning ;
yet still you give him no sectrity : If he
is not sensible of his sin and impeni-

tence, he will die, like-the wicked thief

upon the cross, reproaching Christ, hard-
ened and obdurate’ against the thouglits

and sees his own unwoxrthiness, how shall
he be preserved from despair, and such a

peatance, and say, to-morrow will be

tormented |-

Thus rest- |.

display.” -
of judgment ; Or, if he comes to'a sense, | '

dread of his righteous judge, as will
make him neither fit to live, nor fit to
die? Nothing but an extraordinary de-
gree of grace can preserve him in a tem-
pet fit for repentance, free on one side
from confidence and presumption, on the
other from slavish fear which casts out
love, which may produce sorrow, butnot
repentance. And whether those who hiave:
lived under the continual calls of grace
to virtue and holiness, who have rejected:
the counsel of God whilst they had
health and strength to serve, shall be
thought. worthy of such extraordinary
mercy at last, let any reasonable man.
judge. It cannot be supposed that God
intends to save Christians in this way ;
which wonld be at once to evacuate all
the rules and duties of the gospel. Christ
camo to destroy sin and the works of the
Devil ; but were men promised forgive-
ness upen the account of a few sighs and
tears at last, this would effectunally estab-
Jlish and confirm the kingdom of Satan..
Though God has promised pardon td
‘penitent sinners, yet IXis promise must
be expounded so as to be consistent with
His design- in sending Ohrist into the-
‘world ; and then it can never be extended
‘to those, who use the gospel as a protec-
tion to wickedness, and sin because God
has promised to be merciful, In a word,
‘you have the promises of the gospel set
before you, you have the mercies of God
in Ohrist offered to you; if you will ac-
cept them, and do your part, happy are
you : But if you are forfinding out new
ways to salvation, if you seek to recon-
cile the pleasures and profits of sin with
the hopes of the gospel, vou do but de-
ceive yourselves ; for God is not mocked,
nor will He regard those who make such °
perverse use of His merey. - : ,

. 'What ' then remains, but that all who
love their own souls seek the Lord whilst
happily He may. be found.; and work for
their salvation whilst they have the light;’
for the wight comelh, when no man can
work. The night cometh on apace, and:”
brings with it-a change which every mor-"
tal must undergo. Then shall we befor- -
saken of all our pleasures  and enjoy-
ments, and deserted by those gay thonghts
which now support our foolish: hearts
‘against the fears of religion. ~The time
cometh, and who, O Liord, . may abide its
coming ! when we must stand before the °
judgment seat of Chiist; when the high-"
est and the lowest shall be placed on the
same level, expecting o new distribution
of honors and :rewards; In that day the
stottést heart will tremble, and the
countenance ef the proudest man will
fall in the presence of his injured Lord. -
I speak not to you the suggestion of su-
perstition or fear, but the words of sober~
ness and of truth. May they smk into
your hearts, and yield you the fruits of -
gpiritnal “joy and - comfort here, and of
glory and imiortality heareafter !

" [For the Advocate,
- AUTUMN.

The yellow leaf is on the tree,
The chilly winds are flying,
And soon the forest robe will be
Beneath the bare limbs lying;
TFor death is riding on the blast,
And summer’s hues are fading fast;
Too fair to stay, too sweei to last—
The beautiful are dying,

n

‘Ol in the early days of June ) .
When lilies waved all greeting,

‘Who thought the green would fade so seon 2.
‘Who thought that plow so fleeting ?

The tinted dress the landzcape wore,

The cherished shade along the shore,

‘Will soon be seen, nor wanted more— L
All earthly ties are cheating. )

But lo! there comes a beam of light
From yonder high world given;
"And o’en the falling leaf is bright,
‘When {rom the stem ’tis driven.
And though it mingle in the dust, -
And sleep within this mundane erust,
It leaves above the bow of trust,
And points us thence to heaven.

Lot wind or storm disturb my rest,
And strip this lovely shading,”
But while hope burns within my breast, -
. 'T1l utter no upbraiding. C
I’ll Iook beyond tho winter’s gloom;
Beyond the storm—boyond the tomb, -
“Perchance there is a land of blopm
Where flowers are unfading, = )
: J. F. KiNpRICK: '
Sullivan, Mo., October, 1866, ‘ -

Very Weir Pur~—Some one writes,
both gracefully and foreibly « “I would
be glad to see more parents understand
that when they spend - money judiciously
‘to improve and adorn the house and the
ground around it, they are paying their
children a premium to stay at home, as
much as possible to enjoy it; but that
when . they. spend money unnecessarily in
fine clothing and jewelry for their chil-
dren, they are paying them a premium to
spend their. time - away from home—that
is, in ‘those. places where they can attract
the most attention and make the most

e @A

Wise sayings often fall to the ground,
‘Hut o kind word is never thrown.away.

[




