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Letter on Pastoral Visitation
i

LETTER 3S. II-

II BetterDetter throwthrowawayaway all the libraries in the world I

thanthaD be guilty jfJtt the loss1088 of one soul J.J Wesley I

Presuming my dearde friend that you mayrny have
I

t
feltCelt some80

I
increased anxiety on the duty of paspas-

toral
puspus-I

toralturtor 1 visitation as illustrated in the two foregoing I
lettersrs aridandlId thattha you are somewhat encouraged
inmett itst performancep by the holy examples whichwhIch

I

I have given I amurn desirous further to assist your
plans and purposes by referring youtagain to the

I

views ta u of thisthis great work by our fathers inillin-

the
in-

thethe gospelgopel and this with the especial object of
endeavoringende to meet certain objections which
someorne havebave seemed to think they saw to the reguregu-
larlarJar engaeng ement of a minister in such pastoralpasto ld
occupations

First it is objected This will take up too
much turnturn- so that we shall not behe able to follow
our studiesstu H GainingG useful knowledge is aa-

ggoodg od thing but still saving souls is better By
this very thing we shall gain the most excellent
knowledgethatknowledgethatt ofor God and eternity WeVe shall
likewiselse have time for gaining other knowledge
too if we spend all our mornings therein LetLet-
usus only sleep no more thann we need and never
beb idle oror employed LetLet each try
himself No idlenessIdle ess can consist with growth
in1 grace NayNay withoutut exactness iuin redeeming
time wewe canca not retain thethegracer ce we receive in

justification According to the excellent examexam-exam-

plepie of Alleine the afternoon and notriot the morningmorninr

is theth fittest part of the day to devote to thistl
duty EveryEnry student wiil know that whereas
the morning is the me foror more intense study
of any kind the afternoon is therefore less ti

table for that close attention which the studystud
demands The mind becomes jaded by too long
application to one thing the mental powers rere-

quire
re-

quire
re-

quirequire relaxation and the afternoon devoteddfrequentlyfn to pastoral visitation will at once bebe-

an
be-

an
be-

anan agreeable recreation by the interchange otof

duties advantageous to health and a most profiprof-

itable
prof-

itabletable means of nourishing up our own souls anuano
those of our people to everlasting life

Some will object II have no gifts for this
work U Gift oroc no gift youyon areae to do this or
else you are not caled to be a Methodist preacher
Do it as you can till you cancall do it as youOU would

Pray earnestly for the gift and use every helphelp-

God
help-

God
help-

GodGod hathbath put into your way in order to attain
it But in order to the success of this and all

other plans of usefulness let us cultivate a deep
conviction of the absolute necessity of an abun-

dantdant effusion of the Holy SpiritsSpirit's on

ourselves and on the societies andaud congregations
committed to our pastoral careeare ThisThiH willvill rere-re-

move

re-

move
re-rere-

movemove every apprehended difficulty or deficiency
U Who is sufficient for these thingsthing unassisteduna
by the eternal Spirit But surely every minisminis-

terter of Christ who is abeable to declare andarid illusilIusillus-

trate
illus-

trate as occasion may require the whole counCOUII-coun-

selsel of GodGod in public ought to behe prepared toto-

do

to-

do

to-

dodo the sameBame to the individual members of his

flockdock AndAnd this is absolutely necessary as
many of our people neither repent nor believe to
this day Look round and see how many are
inio danger of eternal death antiand thentheu say Howflow
can we walk and talk and behe che h such

0 brethbreth-people when we know their case
tenreri if we could set this work on foot in all our
societies and prosecute it zealouslyz whatw bat glory
would redound to God I 0O for the sake ofot poorpuo
soulssoul let us bestir ourselvesCH and spare no pains
that may conduce to their salvation WoWe letht
men perish for fear of offending them we letI t

them go quietly to hell lest they be angry withwills

us we have a h bashfulness we know riotnot
where to begin we are unskillful in the work

and blush to contradict the devil I But the
greatest is weakness of faith OutOur
whole motion is weak becauseb cause the spring isi

weak
ButBat someme arear tempted to say or think II 1I

have no taste for this work and am therefore
unfit for it This supposessuppo-es that a man may

have a taste for one method ofot saving soulsBouls antiand

notDot for another But can we choose iniu thistillS

matter Is any man at liberty to prefer preachpreach-preach-

ing

preach-

inging to teaching or the popular sermon to the

pastoral visit when the Holy Scriptures havehav
t.t made both imperative at suitable seasons CarlCan

we attend to the oneue and innocently leavelea e thethe-

other

the-

other

the-

otherother undone Tr especiallyeSp where the distressingng

necessity for all kinds of ministerial fidelity will

appear when we seriously consider that personal

religion either toward God or manmun is still very

muchmacit wanted among nsus How little living faith
18is there among astus How little communion with

GodI How little living in heavenbeaven walking iniu

eternity deadness to every creature I1 HowH w much

loveove ofot the world desire of pleasure of caseease otci
havebave to blushgetting moneymon y I What cause we

before the Lord this day that we havehav so80 long

neglected this good wotwo k I If we hadbad set upon

It sooner howbow many more might we have

to Christtt I and how much hollerholier and happier

might we have made our societies before LOWliOW 1I

ButBat above all ouroar motives letItt this be ever beforebelore

ouroar eyes 4The Church otof God which he hathbathh

purchased with hishie own blood Let us write

thisbis upon our heartshearth and it will do us more good
You not imon-im-

probably

Im-

probably
than twenty years of study may

probably sometimes find a temptation to regard

this exercise as it mustWUSt of course do

the instruction ofor the ignorant iniu the very firstfirt
principles of Christianity andoccasionally the

children and servants of familiesfam II Ie S iuin10 language

suited to their various capacity asus anau
l employment suited only or principally

talents for the public ministry areto thothoee whose
not of the higherhigh r order andaud who may therefore

very1y properly assume this as their appropriatetete-

pa of q while their more gifted brethrenpathpa dutydyy
ofot minisminis-minis-

terial

minisminis-mayway pursue thatt at more elevated sphere

teriaerial usefulnessss which attracts the world and

brings men underuder the sound of the gospel
While however both areBre good and meninca have I

confessedly variousfarious talents the sacred duties mayway

d setbet iniu opposition to eachnot be or
other Such a temptation will find no restingresting-

when heart is filledtilled with
place inio your mind your
love to the adorable Savior whose servant you

with yearning pity for mankindare and when
and desire to snatch theand burning charity you
immortal souls committed to your trust from

everlasting misery But you will go into every

and teach every one thereinhouseboose in coursecoarse
if belong to us to behe ChrisJuris-Chris-

tians
or old if theyyoung

Ifor youJouthins indeed inwardly and outwardly
though I

will find thatthai many are very ignorant even

they sitgit regularly under the word andald know but
holiholi-andaridfaithlittle of the naturenaturu of repentance

the confidencehOltIness Most of them have azt sort of

that God will savesa them while iniii many cases

the world hasbas their hearts andarid evil tempters
instruc-

tion
bavehave dominion over them This private

toas anau auxiliarytion necessaryis absolutelyabo
be wisewl e to winwill

labors would youyourJoor public
makemaka full proofproofSsoulssou hi for the Lord JesusJeul andaud

ofor I

yourur ministry 4

Among other difficulties which mayway contribute
work is it may be II-toto the oftJf this good

feared theth laudableble desire without ththe fullfoIl

roiroot t r M to tat tem

g1rJtt o 1

p ral wants of allall the poor of the flock who
will at the samesume timett ne most need the fitbentt of
pastoral visitation ThisTins isi it will behe J-J
edgededg d an embarrassing difficulty midfind one which
cancin only be met by certain prudential arrangearrange-
mentsmeats ItIt ought not to behe presumed that everyevely
young minister possessesesses the ability considering
Other necessary claims upon his often slender rere-re-

sources
re-

sources
re-rere-

sourcessources to meet therecurringever claimsclaim upon
hisbs Christian sympathy which will belie found atat-at-

tendant
at-

tend
at-

tendanttend nt upon his duty unless it beho chit fly concon-con-
finedlinedhued to the effluentaffluent which would involve great
partiality and toward the poor
and it is painful in the extreme to be able as iniuin-

many
in-

manymany cacasest8t I only to say Be yey warmed and hebebe-

ye
he-

ye
he-

yeye clothed and afFord no assistance to the obob-ob-

jects
ob-

jects
ob-obob-

Jects of our ety It isi however believed
that wherever a minister is known thus to devote
himself to thetb carec ue of the poor the morenidre wealthywe
friendsds of the societysoci ty will considerately makewake
Him at leastle st ini 1 part their almoner andHI III alsoaKo
that a portion of tilethe bountyh which flows through
the ChurchCt tlin otheruther channels might beprofitably
sent through the medium of the pastor thus inin-

creasing
li

creasing the weightwe ht and influence of his character
among the poor His own11 sourcesresourcesr meanwhile
will not remain as farfir as his ability

that he has the LevitesLevite'sgoesgoesrememberingremembering porpor-p
tion Many of our rich friendsfriend 1 and thestewards
of our societies arearc known kindly to sympathize
with their ministerin this matter

I amann persuaded my deardeai friend tlnatat to you II-
ned

I-

pnedpJotaaddd'd muckmu j sig P f i on00n.-n.
thetb Subjectsub ofof a carefulcarer redeeming ofot time inHl
order to allow the necessary opportunity for this
important duty Happily you are not among
those who we fear sicaro betrayed intoioto the waste ofot
many hours in a certain very habit
which if it ever could become auhelp to reflection
could not consistently be indulged inm the street
But you can reflect as you go along the streets
from housebouse to house or even read those less
weighty works which it may be necessary you
shouldhould be partially familiar with but which must
never be allowed to occupy the study or to
abridge the time you should devote to pastoral
visitation This may bebo done at intervals aridandand-
in

aud-
inin detached portions of time thus carefully putput-
toto a less important use while thethc other mustmuse no
for the sake of a good conscience be left undone

I have not presumed iniii the various remarks I
have been led to make inill answer to your request
that there are no difficulties to be expected arisursaris-
ing

uris-uris
ing from the people such as their
indispositionlu t n to entereater upon spiritual subject the
worldly spirit and often irregular domestic manmnman-

agement which may characterizech some families
the claims cf1 business the family cares or the
intermixture ofcharacters to be found frequentlyuen
under one roof all this and muchnJ ch more might
form materials for anau apology for the orniomisomissionion or
neglect of this duty But it will notJot behe so with
you who are anxious to knowv the best method
to meet and obviate such difficulties YouY will

rather make themtheta all subjects for prayer and
going forth deeply imbued with the love of Christt
gathering motives from hishi crocrosss and passion
and in meek dependence upon hishig HolyHuly Spirit
you will generally find that your own spirit andarid
temper will iniu a greatreat measure give the tone to
others and so80 mould andaud form their minds that
other spirits willwill sympathize with yourjour own
ThisThi thought ever present with you Willl servebeneserve-

to
bene-

toto promote watchfulness gravitygra vi ty tenderness midand
love in all your intercourse with thethc C
YourYo 11 l'l care for their souls will be apparent ioto them
iudand also lead you to act and in the veryviry
spirit of him whoV ho saidsail What is our hope c.c
joy or crown ofot rejoicing are notlot even ye ium the
presence ofot our LordLoru Jesus Christ at his coming
tor ye are our glory aridand joy

I For the St.St Louis ChristianChri tian Advocate

A Merited Rebuke
Perhaps there never was a meaner thing a

baser thing or more contemptible thing edand executed by anyauy man or any set of men

under cover of religious zealzt-al thanthau that notoriousu

production by J.J M.M GravesGiaves the Iron Wheel

What Macaulay said of the chief orator of the

French Revolution mayway in allull truthfulness Lebe

Slid of the Iron Wheel if notoot of Mrl GravesGiaves
Whatsoever things are false whatsoever things

are dishonest whatsoeverwha things are unjust whatwhat-what-

soever

what-

soever things are impure things areure

unlovely whatsoever things are of ill report if

there beba any vice if there beb nuy1 shamej-hauie we

know that all these things combined to unite inmin-

tIretIrethe character of this man andaud if anythingau was

wanting to completete so80 cont so rare a

union of qualitiess it was furnished by the reflec-

tiontiontiou that his actions were cloaked byuy a zealous

professionsion ofot piety We saymy so80 oiof thist man

and his book
But after illLIl after so much that is moanmean and

base Budarid contemptible as is manifest miu triotile

character of this man Graves and his book thetho

Methodist Church andaud practical Christianity gengen-gen-

erally

gen-

erally may receive essential benefit

It1 t lies no letsless iniii thothe power oton ourout enemies thanthun

it does in our friends to bless us AndAud we mayway

need justjUit suchmch blessings usas our enemies alone will

bestow Christ pronounced woes onou that manm ll of

whom all men should speakak well surely thetile

Church would fall under nonu leless aft cursecurocur o.o The

signssigus if wwe cancau read them indicate to usu that we

Ihavebave been inin danger from that quarter

lectleet having heard anaa olduld manmalt saybay he believed

the Methodistlethul st sinned inhr holding itsus ecUcencen-

tenary

Ct

meetings HisiLis reasons were ph n HelieHe
suggestedsu ge ted whether these meetings might notHot enell-en-

gendergender a spirit of sectarianism andaud pride in the

breasts otof Methodistsl Readerender suffer notriot thistuis

notion of thetue old man concerning the centenary

meetings of Methodism to excite a smile BL-BL
iniuin-

the

in-

tine

than au. merelucre suggestion
lieve Sitit there is morewore

thetine thought God is a jealous God HIsilis glory
recollect havhayhav-

ing

hav-

ing

Weanotherhe willtwill not givegiegi e to

ing seen inill cueoae of our leadinglea ing journals a

series of articles headed Tuu glory of MetMethbudbud-d-d
the heading then and wewowe-

do

we-

do
ism WeVe objected to

otof Methodismletl WoV c
do yet VatWat isi the glory

understand Methodisml to bebo but a certain a

ChrChiis-sform of developedpeculiar if you pleasepleas
d nonessentials andl.aa kind of org

the edifica-

tion

edifica-

tion

working tothough nonessential yet

tion to the perfecting of thet le Saints WeW oboh-ob-

ject to the heading for two reason to our mindmilld

reasons FirstFIr t.t Methodisml has no
strongtwo

Secondly If she had I fear judgingjudg ng
glory
from certain lutelate expressionsexpression shesho is fastt losing

her glorylury
is of GodofGodGod- f Goil100God her glory

Her gloryFirstEmt.t M 1I WWhereb le j

ThiTh glory ofi.ii

i
i

441 cA

is it IIIIn her Church These are of

Christ In her institutions These are of the
provi encoYence of God InIii her ministry These

arearc calledculled of God not of men In the orders of

her ministry These were appointedd of her

HearHead What then isif the glory of Methodism
Tolo0 find anun answer for thetIre question wewo must seek
forT it in other directionsdirection It may affordaff rd some

pride of feeling to thothe heart of a Methodist for

him to reflectct that heho belongs to a sect whose

effortsff for the spread of Gospel truth have met
more than ordinary success in the history of

Christianity it may do him some goodgoodwaymay

elateDilate his spiritsspirits-spiritstoto meditate upon the
dons of his father who was a traveling preacher

note from his journals the vast sufferanceance he

didhid undergo in the performance of so much labor
of so much trial of soEO much persecutionpers of so

finchaudi death Andnd yetyet- his father may not have
labored as PaulPanl laborednnorr have endured ass

Paul endured nor have met persecutionspers cu ons as Paul
netmet persecutions nor have suffered deathde th ass Paul
Differed deathdl ath Yet in all these Paul gloried not

only as they came in thothe waywiry of the cross save
inia his Why not Paul F-F Why notnt

iain besidesb Christ and the crosslory something
Iff ChristChiist

M
Why pt ggloryw

in P
i f cT

fagfag-p

in P zealandand in PaulsPaul's boldnessbold ss for the

truth and in PaulsPaul's travels and in Paul'sPauls1ing and inill PaulsPaul's persecutionsper and inin PaulsPaul's
I

death Why not Why just because PaulFaul
dadrad too much sense not too say too much religioni

to do so80 ByBy the gracegraco of God I am what IIIl'll-
unun10 NotNot by might nor by power butbat by my

PaulPiul knewknerr it behe felt itit Glory in him-himhim-

ellSellell t HoHe was too sensible aIt man for that Goio
luck to the epoch when God saved his people

from a tyrantstyrant's WhoVho drove back the

watersCaters of thetho sea r Therhe cast wind of the AlAl-Al-

mighty

Al-

mighty

Al-

mightymighty not the hand of Moses Who turned
tirethe flint into a fountain of watersraters Jehovah
who stood therethero upon thothe rock not the rod ofot

Mosesloses Who demolished thothe wallswatts of Jericho
Godd the Almighty not the march of the priests
mdlod the JewishhJ armyamy nor the sounding of the
trumpetscrumpets nor thetho blowing of thetho hornrauis
Thushu it was thus it is thusthu it shall bebo It was

otnot the hand of Mosesluses but the power of God

hat dried up the seas It was not the rod ofo

Aaron but the power of God that brought the

streams from thetho rock ItI t was not the shouts of
I

the men of war andaud the blowing of the ramsrains
horns buthut thetho spirit of God that threw down

the of Jericho It WASWS not ttofe learning of

Paul but the gospel ofcf Christ that converted

the nations And so of Methodismlrn it was not

the enthusiasm of WesleyVV but the grace of God

that enabled him to work effectually toto the
spreading of holiness through these lands It is

notHut Methodist preachers nor Methodist deacons
nor1101 MethodistMethodst elders nor Methodist bishops nor

Methodist institutions that workvork effectually toto-

ii he spread of scriptural holiness among the
churcheschurche aloneelone but thetho grace of God which

i

Ji mightily in aridand vwith Hudand through them
WeWo can not keep the idea too near the mindsmind's

weWC can notriot dealeal too practically with it
ForF r whatwh t are we without it NoKo more than

her peoplepeoplepeople-inii the prophetic words ofWesleyVesley
than other With theNoN0 better people AposApos-Apos-

tletietle then we are boundhound to exclaim God forbid

that we should glory save inia the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ saveave it bebo inin our infirmi-

tiestiesdes AndArcI weve fear that e are increasingcreasingi

WeTeIt e jajudgego sofco fromfroia tho recent developments atat-

the

at-

the

at-

thethe late General Conference of the M.M E.E Church
Southnth held at NashvilleN Tenn

One of thetho very best critiquess on the doings
I

of that body wewo have noticed is anair excerpt from

ttleie N.N C.C Presbyterian We prize it the more

highly on account of its havingbaying appeared in the

quarterqU it has WeVe take it that the critique is

Jujustt.t It certainly ought to be considered by all

truetruo lovers of a pure and scriptural Christianity

as well timed and in the premises justly evoked
WeVe hand you Mrl Editor the excerpt and thentheu
we want to say a word about it

RELAXATION OF DISCIPLINEOneOne of the markmark-mark-

eded characteristics otat thetho Methodist Church inm itsit
organization andaud early history was tirethe stringency
utot its rules and practice on thehe subject ofot ornaorna-orna-

mentment iniii diedresss.s Even within the memoryUl of perper-per-
sons

per-

SonssonsSOIlS nowHOW livingIi aridand who may be consideredd inillin-

thethe prime of litelife jewelry was a prohibition article
among the members of the Plainness
of apparel was an essential requisite and the
eveleestt penalties of the Discipline were inflicted
upon all who were deemed so worldly minded asas-

to
as-

to
as-

toto indulge in unnecessary ornament Mr Pierce
stated on thetho floorfluor of Conference at Nashville
that he knew a lady expelledd for wearing in her
OUimet anall artificial that coatcust onlyOrdy 12 cents I

ButBat these days of fashion and follyfully have
wrought aa. wonderfulful revolution in the views andaud
h of the members of that Churchb.b AridAnd
ththe ministers are wakingmaking anau effort to change the
DisciplineD iniii order to leg jewelry aridand ornaortia-
ment In thetho General Conference a spicy and
witty discussion took place of the motion totc
strikebinke out the clauseC forbidding theseo vanitiesv
audaid the speakingaking was nearly all onn one idekide It
seemed loto be the general desire to sSeee who could
poke thothe rnomostt futitun utat the offensivef restriction
aridand forming ourom opinion from the debate it apupap-

peared
a p

to behe thetue unanimous judgment of thetile body
that the clause shoud behe expunged One minismiri'sminis-

terI ter said he must put onOil his gold spectacles totoII

read the rule inin the DDisciplinene and another concon-con-

tended
conIcon-

tendedtended that it wasvas neverHevel designedsigneddl for any but
the women It MrMc li tt was representedd asas-

saying
as-

saying
as-

saying that he dress be-besayingsaying- never preached against
cail e when hebe went out I gunning hebo tried to I

shoot the bird and not thetho feathers I

Another C.C F.F DeemsDeem1 spoke in favorvOl of exox-ex-

punging

I

the rule andarid among other thingsthing saidaid I

rile rule would do forfO the regulation ofcf a i

society but for the Church to assume to belie I

mantua maker milliner and tailor of her memmewmem-
bers

mem-
bersbers was a contemptible desecration of her s.s cred j

office i

Afterr considerable debatedebato the subject was jin-jin-inin-

definitely
in-

definitely

i

definitely postponedpost I

Wer e mustmu t confess that wette always favored the
rule and would not object to see it practiced by I

our people though it has noliO rightfight to a place in a
Book otof Discipline All attempts

I

to bind the conscience are riotnot only foolish butbut
I

vainvain A Church has no morewore right to dictate asas-

to
as-

to
as-

toto thethith metalChurchof a mansman watch than asi to thethth-

i

J
IJ

I

i d-d ir r

color off his coat and yet wewo have always adltd-ad-

mired

ad-

miredmired the stern and rugged simplicity which hishis-his-

tory
his-

torytory ascribesinscribes to thothe early Methodists
The Iron Wheel as fta meansmeane of persecution

and slander may do us good Methodism as
II-

oneone off the results ofo human instrumentality maymay-

be

may-

bebe fatfar fromfr m being complete while it may be the

very best system for the evangelization of thetho
worldw rt therethietb re is Then there is a proclivity in the

humanbum n mind to degenerate to retrograde The
of the ChurchChurch- revealsveal18 to us thistills fact

I

InsteadInsi d'ddofof going on from good to better and

from etter to best thetho race generally go fromrom

goodgood-goodhogoodto barbad and from bad to worse At least

such Is the native tendency of things in human

naturenature Nor isia anything scarcely easier for huhu-hu-

man

hu-

manman performance than self conceit Mere imps

of Satan may do usUI an. favor then in the end byhI
letting loose a storm of wind andarid floods of rain

then inIII order to attest the strength and
of thetho foundation on which the super-supersuper-

ss lure ofMethodism is built up
But herohere is an attack fromrom altogether ano differdiffer-differ-

ent
differ-

ententeat quarterq It comes not inia the form of the
vituperationsv.v of an enemy but iniii the form of aa.

gentlege t rebuke from a0 friend Ass such we

2 more far more than wee would the

hihissesSf-Sf Ofofnan enemyen my Bating one littlittleleIe paragraph
wewe think it is to the point andarid we make allowallow-allow-

anceancearice forf r tha paragraph of our friendfr the PresProsPres-

byterian
Pres-

byterian on what wewe think proper grounds
NoN 0 branchbran h of the Church with which we are acac-ac-

quainted
ac-ac

has ventured to lay downdo such a wide

and comprehensivec platform for ChurchChur h membermember-member-

ship

member-

shipship as the Methodist No branch of the Church
has dealt so practicallyally with such scriptural prepropre-

cepts
pre-

cepts as go to enjoin fttnonconformity with thethe-

ungungodlyung and worldly massesmasse around ngus nsas thothe
Methodist In aa word no branch of tinetile Church
has so entered intoint and resolved the true phiphi-phi-

losophy

phi-

losophy ofinternal and external Christianity andand
showed to the understanding of thothe most obtuse
minds the very close and intimate connectionsconn

existing between these correlative branches of
our holy religion nonenoire have soo coupled the keepkeep-keep-

inging of the positive precepts of Christ with the
moral precepts of alln religion that isie true
Hence wowe do notriot marvel at the Presbyterian for

objecting to laying downIowa in a book of Church
discipline a rule rigidly enjoined by his Bible the
violation of which will be sufficient to constitute
a person a sinnerr in thetho sight of God andan ought
to in the sight of men butbat that Methodists

should object at allt l to this course is marvellous
quite marvellous to us Andnd the ministers

Methodist ministers are making an effort to
change Discipline in order to legalize jewelry and
ornamentrm ment Now before any body of ministers
can come to such a determination iniiireference to
this subject it strikes usu that several things
would be necessary amongamon which are the followfollow-

loging 1 Is the wearing of jewelry forbidden to
Christian people or any people by the Bible
U WhateverWh is forbidden is sin If so thenthon to
thetrie original question Has the Church a0 right
to placepla in her books of Discipline scso prepropre-

cepts
II

enjoining thetho observance of them as teststesta
of Church membership She either hashus or has

II

not the right If she has the right so to do

then will auan expunction of any precept from her
books of Discipline exonerate any member from
his obligations to regard and observe such prepropre-

cepts

pre-

cepts Or01 can not a body of Protestant Church
dignitaries with kid gloves and headedgold-headed
canes and powdered wigs and goldcase specta-

cles

specta-

clesclesdes on passp ss resolutionsre changing a scriptural
precept as readily as a body of dignita-

riesries couldcoald passpais a resolving the Virgin
Mary into an immaculate being Can they not

Said one in council Therhe rule would do forfor-

the

for-

the

for-

thethe regulation of a society but for the Church to
to be a mantua makerml milliner arMadd tailor

of her members was aa. contemptible desecration
of her sacred office 0 shades of Wesley and
Fetcher 0 shades ofor HesterHeiter Ann Rogers
and Annnn ColterC Andnd this Doctor of Divinity
would place ao society on a8 higher moral basis

than the Church Ish that the learning of this
world IsI that the wisdom of men Toru lay
aside the right proper 1I terminology of the
Doctor has not the Church an. rightfight to saysuy so80 farfar-

as

far-

as

far-

asas the word of God directdirects who and what charchar-char-

acters
char-

acters shall enter her communion Or to push
the subject in an opposite direction has she not
the right to exclude from her communion certain
base characters characters that are basebasab sA in the
eyesejes of all Has she not the right to exclude
from herhor communion the man who indulges in

strong drinks the man WhO lives in thetho practice
of Sabbath breaking the matmany who defraudsud his

neighbor the man who stealssteal thth man who comcoincom-

mits

com-

mitsmits polygamy thothe manm n who is imprudent andarid

ill-becomingill inia his general deportment Can
she not go farther Can she not exclude from

the pales of her membership even him who fails
in thetho practical use of her ordinary means of
grace iniu a proper attendance upon her ordordi-

nances

ordi-

nancesnancess etc But when we reflect that one

great endcud to be effected through thothe organization
of the Church is to effect a line of separation
betwixt thespirit the maxims the customs of

thetho vorldoridv and those of ChristiansChristianChrist it becomes stillstill-

more

still-

more

still-

moremore apparent that she doesdocs possess the right
andarid that she is wise in exercising that right iaiuin-

thethetho way and to thetho extent already intimated
Did nono the Jewish ChurchChurek do this Did not
the rules of her ChurchO communion what a great
machinene for and millinery and
tailoring do we see in the Jewish Church when

all her priests and her great high priests and
levites had to be clothedc after a certaintaintam way

fashion and when the Lord told the whole Isra-IsraI sra-sra
nation that they should wear blue lining on

theth skirts ofof their extend toto meats I

drinks clothing c And when Christ set up
II-

thethe latter dispensation in which he plainly taught
us the close connection necessarily existing
between the stateit ate of the heart and the outer life

thethe of thetho manshouldshoulddeportment man we expect
any disregard for these things by the Church
DoesDoel it stand to reason that a Church called to

higher degrees of holiness and urged greaterto-greater
care in all herbel outward deportment before a

hawkeyedhawk eyed world should wince at evils not enen-en-

dured
en-

dured
en-

dureddured by a darker dispensation r If men could
not bebo reckless in these things and not suffer
when less was expected from thothe Church thetho enen-en-

quiry
en-

quiry
en-

quiry is How shall iceloe escape ifif we neglect
them This is no attempt to bind
the conscience BroBio t

SCRIPTURAL RULE FOR

Whose adorning let it notriot be that outward
adorning of plaiting ofor the hair or wearing of
gold or putting on of apparelnotapparelnot with braided
hair or goldgoold or pearls or costly array

TEST

Whatever the Bible is duty
Whateverr thetho Bible forbids is sinRio
Whatever the Bible allows is lawful
Whatever the Bible is silent on is nonessen
11U1 So judge ye as wise meonmen

Can she not enenjoinjoin fatsfa ctot01 And did notn t the
Jews go farther

tSee ActsActe of ApostlesApostle xv 28 299 especiallye etoeta
P.P

Mo Aug 5A 1858

For the St.St Louis Christian Advocate

Proverbial Sermons by Fletcher
One sinner much good

Artrt thou a sinner All are sinners by inheritinherit-
anceanicealJ e.e Tremble if thou have added personal
transgression and have not shed bitter tears of
penitence andarid heard sweet words of pardonpard n.n
Tremble lest it bebo said of thee in reference to

I

this work of destructiontion thou art the man
I

If thou art a sinner already thou hast accumu-

lated
accumu-

lated

i

a store of wrath that eternity with allaU its
retributive anguish can not efface

One sinner d much good Good isiR i
the purchased inheritance of thy disordered race
good is the perpetual thirst of thy immortal
spirit good is HeavensHeaven's richest and best gift to
thetho poor troddendown-trodden and oppressedo of earth
good is thetho best gift of earth and the brightest
bliss of heavenven Thy good costcost the tearsteare and
sorrow of the Son of GodG Thy good cost the
anguish of thy SaviorsSavior's hearthishearthis fearful suffersuffer-suffer-

inginghislughis ignominious deathde t h.h This is thy inheritinherit-inherit-

ance
inherit-

anceanceanee thetire inheritance of all thy race Wilt thou
rob God of his glory thy neighbor ofor his immorimmor-immor-

taltal crowncrOWD and thyself of the peace joy and hope
offered thee inilliii the gospel Wilt thou rob thy
Savior ofOtisof his purchased right and heaven of its
brightest jewels

One sinnerEinner muchmud good Sinner is

this thy work Artrt thoutho pledged to this work of

destroying good Hast thou dedicated thy noble

and godlike powers to this ignoble service and
become companion with fiends in thy degradation
ThouThon art destroying good by thy precepts thy
language is defiance to thy God indifference to
his holy law and contempt of his fearful threats
Thy words areare blasphemy thy tongue
curses and defiance Blighting and mildew fall

from thy polluted lips The noble faculty of

speech given thee inia mercy by a kind heavenly
Father thou art usingu ing to destroy all that is true
beautiful and good of earth Thy tongue is

set on fire of hellhellhellaaa fountain of living deathdeath-

a
deathdeath-

a world of sinsinsin-aa volcano of burning lava fresh

from the pit of darkness spreading death in its
pathway Thy example is perniciousU He

thatthat is notriot with me is against meinc Thy every
act speaks the rebellion of thy heart Thou art
with the demons of darknessd iain their work ofor dede-de-

struction
de-de

ThouThon art destroying gOodg pd with thy wealth thy
intelligence thy kind heart aid polished manman-man-

ners
man-

ners
man-

nersners and thy position in society All theBO thonthou
hast dedicateddedic ted to ththo prince of darkness and his

work of destruction Thy touch blights the fairfair-fair-

estest1st and mostm st beautiful flowers that bloom along

the pilgrimspilgrim's pathway Thy breath is mildew

and pestilence upon the millions of earth strug-

gling
strug-

gling
strug-

glinggling amid clouds and tears and graves for the
beautiful andarid the good ThyTny look of discouragediscourage-discourage-

mentmentmeat crushes the noblest effort of the doubting
and trembling heartbeart Thy wordwor chillshills the warmwarm-warm-

est
warm-

est
warm-

estest affectionaff and crushes the aspirations of the
soul for immortality and eternal life ThouThon anart
destroying much good

Si ner stay thy hand A fearful judgment IKis

pronounced against thee Thou artart treasuring
up wrath against the day of wrath Cease toto-

do

to-

do

to-

dodo evil learn toto do well allyany thyself to the i

hosts of heaven teach thy heart obedience tunetuIe
thy lipsHp to praise dedicate thythth noble powers to
the cause of virtue breathe the prayer of faithfuith

into the ears of JehovahJ linedhoed the voice ofoi

mercy bidding thee welcome and behold thetho

hand of God holding out to thy gaze the rich rere-

ward

re-rere-

ward

re-

wardward of obedience Do good and thou shahs

rear for thyself a monument of mortal praise
II-

DoDo good andanil thou deck thy crown with

stars that shall shine with the lightli ht of immorimmor-

Do good and thou hear the welwe-wel-

come

we

come U Come ye blessed of my Father and inin-in-

herit

in-

heritheritbent the kingdom prepared for youyonyou
St.St Charles Julyfaly 30 1858

TRUTHTruthTruth needs not the service of puspaspas-
sion

paspas-I
sionsioni yea nothing so deserts it as passion whenwh n

setsettoto serve it The spirit of truth is withal the
spiritsprit of meekness The dove that rested on the
great champion of truth who is the truth itself
is from him derived to thetho lovers of truth and
they should seek thetho participation of it i

ton I

Manyj who desire to diedio thetho death of the
righteous do not endeavor to live the life of the

I

righteous gladly would they have their end like
theirs but riotnot their way They would be saints
iniii heaven hutbut notn t saints on earth This is the I

desire of the slothful which kills himlii i because i

his hands refuse to labor
i

PARENTAL The man who does not
make the religiousreli ious character of his children the
supreme end ofot all his conduct towards them II-

maymay professs to believe as a Christian butbatiactS aaBli an atheistJamesJames

Say
I From SargentsSargent's Monthly is taken thothe followfollow-follow-

ing
follow-

inginglug instructive dialogue which is very applica-
bleblehIe to an. great many persons in the world Profit
by it

Mr TattleYouYou are a strangerin these parts
Ii reckon mister

Mrl RollinsWhatWhat makes you think so80
Mrlr T.TrWellT.-WellWellV ell you kind of storedstared about youyonyon-

as
your-

iSasriS you got out of the cars aass if thetho place didn't
look familiar

Mr R.RR.-DoR.Do youyon know a Mrs Rollins in this
towntowi

Mr T.TT.-IsT.Is it sheabe that lives in thothe brown cotcot-cot-
tage

cott-
age

cot-
tagetage on the hillhi yonder

Mr R.RTheH.-TheThe same
Mr T.TT.-T.T.Well I cantcan't say I visit her butbat II-

can
I-

can
I-

cancan tell you nilall about her Poor woman
Mr R.RR.-R.WhyR.-WhyWhy do you sayBay that Is anything

the matter with her
Mrr.r T.TSher.-SheShe has had a hard time of it Poor

young thing A month after her marriagemarr ge and
just as she badhad got fixed there in the cottage
hertier scamp of a husband ran off to California

Mr RScampR.-ScampScamp of a husbandbu band RanRu off
Indignant What do you mean sir CheckCheck-Check-

ingingilg himself Excuse memc What did he ruurun off
forlor

Mr T.TForT.-ForFor robbing a bank So they say
Mr R.RR.-R.WhoR.-WhoWho say
Mr T.TT.-T.TheyTsssayy
Mr R.RR.-R.R.W lIo areore they
MrIr T.TLTheT.-TheThe world generally Everybody

says People say
Mr R.RCanR.-CanCan youyon name a single person bebe-be-

sides
be-

sides
be-

sidessides yourself who says it
Mrl T.TT.lReally so80 many people say it that II-

can
I-

can
I-

cancan not think of anyanyoneone iuin particular
Mr R.RR.PerhapsPerhaps I will quicken your memory

by and byhy ButBat what of Mrs Rollins
Mr T.TT.-She'sT.She's on the point of being married

againguin So they say
Mr RR.Indeed To whom
Mr T.TTorTo a Mr Edward Edwards
Mr R.RR.Aside Her own brother Aloud

Are you sure ofot this
MrAIr T.TT.-OT.0 yebyes 1 He has been residing in the

house with her They take romantic walks toto-
gether The wedding is tow take place immedi

So they saysuy
Mrlr R.RR.-R.R.yWho B y
Mr T.TWellT.-WellWell I1 told you They say What

would you have more
Mr RWhoR.-WhoWho are theydey
Mrlr T.THowT.How should I know YouYon arere the

most unreasonable man I ever met with I say
they say and you ask who say As if any better
authority could be givenivell

Mr R.RDidR.-DidDid TheyTly Say ever say that you were
a meddling prying gossiping impertinent mismis-mis-

chievous
mis-

chievouschievous unscrupulous malicious retailerreta ler of abab-ab-
surd

ab-
surd

ab-abab-
surdsurd slanders

Mr T.TT.-T.WhatT.-WhatWhat do you mean sir by such laulanlan-

guageguage IllI'll have you arrested Lawyer Fleece
urnom is my particular friend If there was only a
witness at hand sirAir IdI'd make you pay aa. pretty
sumaum for this KeepK ep your hands off sirsir No
matter sir kick mekickme-kickkick me I see a witness
yonder IllI'll11 have you errestedarrested for assault and
batteryb i tery Kick me if you like

Mr R.RR.-IR.I shall not indulge yonyou so80 far But
take warning sir how you quote Mr They Sayay
for your scandalous reports Old They Say is aa-

liar
a-

Liarliar and a coward
Mr T.TT.That'sThat's libelous sir I wish I knew

your name
Mr R.RR.-MyR.My name is Rollins and that cottage

on the hill there is mine
Mr T.TT.-T.T I You Mr Rollins
Mr11 R.RTheR.-TheThe same
Mr T.TT.-Didn'tT. you once rob aa. bank 1

Mr R.RIR.-II once plucked a rose from a bank inin-

aa friendsfriend's garden whereupon another friend playplay-play-
fully

play-
fully

play-
fullyfully remarked that he had caught me robbing a
bank Some Irish laborers heard him say it
and may have misunderstood it This probably
isEs the foundation for your torystoryi

Mr T.TT.ButBut isn't your wife going to be marmar-mar-
ried

mar-
riedriedned Doesn't sheille walk out every day with aa-

young
a-

young
a-

youngyoung manmun
Mr R.RR.ThatThat young manmau is her poor concon-con-

sumptive brother who has come here for aa. i hangebaDge
jf air Let me advise you friend TheyTirey SaySUY to
look before you leap another time

I

ANECDOTE OFOP DRDa WHEELOCKW T iere following

incident is derived from the personal narrative
of a Mr Baldwin one of the earliest residents of
Hanover N.N H.H He remarked

I was a constant attendant on the preaching
of Rev Eleazer lock D D.D OnOu one SabSab-Sab-

bath
Sab-

bathbath the congregation was convened in a barnharn
as there was then no house of worship in existexist-exist-
ence

exist-
enceence iniu the place After the introduction of hishia
subject the Rev Doctor observed that he should
address several classes of hearers in succession
and apply his discourse to each As the several
classes were described I selected in my mind cerecer-

tainrainlain individuals whom I supposeded the coatU

would fit As he proceeded in his specification
of faults and sinssin I followed mentally exclaimexclaim-
ruglUg NowII A.A is hit nownow B.B is wounded

thisII0 this will excite ill blood thisIC this pointed preachpreach-preach-
inging will be10 felt by them theII the preacher anunun-

doubtedly draws his pictures from life III 1 know
who satsut for each After the DoctorDetorDJ tor seemed to
have enumerated all classes of sinners found in
his audience he paused aridand cast his eye over the
congregation He then with great solemnity
added There is still one class that I have not
mentioned Then there was a slight pause and
breathless s silence The preacher with unusual
emphasis resumed TheThe persons to whom II-
now

I-

now
I-

nownow allude are those who are carefully hearingbearing
for others and not for themselves who are applyapply-apply-

ing
apply-

inginglug my discourse to their neighbors and cloaking
their own sins Then said Mr BaldwinBald Nin my
headh ad dropped and I bore the chastisementement aaas
best I could The wounded bird fluttered I
assure you It was a lesson that I did not soon
forget TheTho garment prepared for me was a betbet-bet-

ter
bet-

ter
bet-

terter fittit than any that the good Doctor had prepre-pre-

pared
pre-

pared
pre-

paredpared for my neighbors

THE WORLDWO0 youyon that dote upon the world
for what victory do you fight Your hopes cancau
be crownedcrowne with noDO greater reward than the
world can give and whatwaat is the world but aQ
brittle thing full of dangers wherein we travel
from lesser to greater perils 0 let all her vain
light momentary glory perish with herself and
let us be conversant with more eternal things
Alas this world is miserable life is short and
death is sureSt.StSt. Augustine's Lib Confess

REGENERATIONREGE Thefhe mystery is that men
should bebo in a condition to need regeneration I
not that such being the fact the Spirit of the
Lord should be sent to regenerate ki

Vaughan I
h

THE POVERTY OF BLINDNESSWeBLINDNEssWe say of the
blind manmaim from whom the visible world is shutshut-
out

shut-
out tout that he is poorer byhy half the world than thethe-

man
the-

manman who sees 0 ye spiritually blind ye indeed
are poorer than we by a whole world I

1t.t
t
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