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Letters on Pastoral Visitation,

, LETTER 3. 7
- ¢ Better throw away all the libraries in the world,

. than be guilty »f the loss of one soul.”—Rev. J. Wesley

Presuming, my dear friend, that you may have
felt some  increased anxiety on the duty of pas-
toral visitation, as illustrated in the two toregoing
letters ; and that you are somewhat encouraged
in its petformance, by the holy examples which
I have given; L am desirous further to assist your

" plans and purposes, by referring youn again to the

. our studies.”

views tuken of this great work by our fathers in
the gospel, and this with the especial object of
endeavoring to meet certain objections which
some have seemed to think theysaw to the regu-
lar enga.ement of a minister in such pastoral
occnpations.

First, it is ohjected, ¢ This will take up too
much time; so that we shall not be able to follow
“ Gaining useful knowledge is a
good thing; but, still, saving souls is better. By
this very thing we shall gain the most excellent
knowledge—that of God and eternity. We shall
likewise have time for gaining other knowledge,
too, if we spend all our mornings therein. Let
us only sleep no more than we need, and never
be idle, or triflingly employed. Let each try
himself. No idleness can consist with growth
in grace. Nay, without exactoess in redecming
fime, we can not retain the grace we receive in
justification.” According to the excellent exam-
ple of Alleine, the afternoon, and not the morning,
is the fittest part of the day to devote to this
duty. Every student wiil know, that whereas
the morning is the fime for more intense study
of any kiud, the afternoon is therefore less prefi
table for that close attention which the study
demaunds. The mind becomes jaded by too long
application to one thing; the mental powera re
quire relaxation; and the afteruoon, devoted
frequently to pastoral visitation, will at once be
an agreeable recreation by the interchange ot
duties, advantageous to health, and a most profi-
table means of nourishing up our own souls, anu
those of our people, to everlasting life.

Some .will object, *I have no gifts for this
work.” * Gift or no gift, you are to do this, or
else you are not ca'led to be a Methodist preacher.
Do it as you can, till you can do it as you would
Pray earnestly for the gift, and use cvery help
God hath put into your way, in order to attaiu
it. Bat, in order to the success of this and all
other plans of usefulness, let us cultivate a deep
conviction of the absolute necessity of an abuu-
dant effusion of the Holy Spirit’s iafluence on
ourselves, and on the societies and congregations
committed to our pastoral care.” This will re-
move every apprehended difficulty or deficiency.

% Who is sufficient for these things,” unassisted

“~

‘terial usefulness which attracts

by the eternal Spirit? But, surely, every miuis-
ter of Christ, who is abie to “declare” and illus
trate, as occasion may require, “the whole coun-
sel of God ” in pablic, ought to be prepared to
do the same to the individual mewmbers of his
flock. ‘“ And this is absolately necessary, as
many of our people neither repent nor believe to
this day. Look round, and sce how many are
in daoger of eternal death; and theu say, ‘How
can we walk, and talk, and be cheertul with such
people, when we kuow their case?”  “0, breth-
ren, if we conld set this work ou foot in all our
societies, and prosecute it zealously, what glory
would redound to God! O, for the sake of poor
souls, let us bestir ourselves, and spare no pzius
_that may conduce to their salvation! We lut
men perish, for fear of offending them ; we let
them go quietly to hell, lest they be sogry with
us; we huve a foolish bashfuluess ; we kuow nov
where to begin ; we are unskillful in the worlk,
and blush to coutradict the devil! But the
greatest hinderauce is weakucss of faith, Our
whole motion is weak, because the spring 1s
weak.” ]

But some are tempted to say, or think, “1
have no taste for this work, and am therefore
wufit for it.” This suppo-es, that & wman may
have a taste for one method of saving souls, and
not for another. But can we choose in this
matter? s any man at liberty to prefer preach-
ing to teaching, or the pupular sermon to the

toral visit, when the Holy Scriptures have
made both imperative at snitable seasons ?  Can
we attend to the oue, aud innocently leave the
other undone ! especially where the distressing
necessity for all kinds of ministerial fidelity will
appear when we seriously “cousider that persoual
religion, either toward God or man, 1s sull very
much wanted among us? How little living faith
is there among us! How little communion with
God{ How little liviog in heaven, walkiug in
eternity, deadness to every creature! How wach
love of the world, desire of pleasare, of ease, ol
getting monéy | What cause have we to blush
befure the Lord this day, that we have so loug
neglected this good work | If we had set upon
it sooner, how many more might we have brought
to Cbrist! and how much holier and happier
might we have made our societies before now |
But above all our motives, let this be ever belure
our eyes : * The Church of Gud, which he hatb
purchased with his own bloud.’ Let os write
this upou onr hearts, and it will do us more good
than twenty years of study.” You may, not un-
probably, sometimes find a temptation to regard
this exercise (embiacing, as it must of course do,
the instruction of the ignorant in the very first
principles of Christianity, and _occu_sionuily the
children and servants of families, in language
suited to their various capacity) us an uuintel-
lectusl employment, suited ouly, or principally,
to tho:e whose talents for the public ministry are
not of the higher order ; and who may therefore
very properly assawe this as their appropriate
puth- of duty, while th,elir moae glg'ted t}rebt}r?:

hat more elevated sphere of minis-
e P afulros *t)he world, and
“ouder the sound of the gospel.

brings men
both are good, und men have

While, however,

. confexsedly various taleats, the gacred duties may

not be separated or set in opposition to cach
other. Such a temptation will find no resting-
lace in your mind, when your heart is filled with
ove to the adorable Savior, whose servaut you
are ; and when, with yearnivg pity for munkm'd,
and burnivg charity, you desire to snatch the
lmmortal souls committed to your trust from
everlasting misery. But you will “‘go into every
house in course, snd teach every ouc tluixcxiu,
young or old, if they belong to us, Lc’)’ he (ﬂ]f‘ls-
tiuns indeed, inwurdly and outwardly ;7 for “you

i . 9
i ny are very iguoraut,even though
Thoy ot vt ety o d, and kuow but,

they sit regularly under the word, a _
““lye 2:: ::g nntnyl"e of repentance, fuith, aud holi-
ness. Most of them have u sort of confidence
that God will save them, while,” in many cascs,
“the world bas their hearts, and evil tempters
bave domiujon over them. This private iustrac-
tion is absolutely necessary as auﬂuuxnlmry to
your public labors, would you be *‘ wise to win
souls” for the Lord Jesus, and * make full proof
of your miunistry.” '
imong othe{' dificalties which may qontnbulte
{0 the binderunce of this good work is, 1t ma,yf )ﬁ
fesred, the lsuduble desire, without tho fu
ability from private resources, to releve the tem®

' g]ory, Secon

poral wants of all the poor of the flock; who
will, at the same time, most need the benefit of
pastoral visitation, This is, it will be acknowl-
edged, an embarrassing difficulty, and one which
can only be met by certain prudential arrange-
ments. "It ought not to be presumed, that every.
young’ mivister possesses the ability, considering
other necessary claims upou his often slender re-
sources, to mcet the ever-recurring claims upon
his Christian symputhy, which will he foand at-
tendant upon his duty, unless it be chicfly con-
fived to the affluent, which would involve great
partiality and unfeithlulicss toward the poor;

aud it is painful in the extreme to be able, as in |

many cases, ouly to.say, “Be ye warmed, and be
ye clothed,” and afford no assistance to the ob-
jects of our aux-ety.
that ‘wherever a miister is known thus'to devote
lmself to the care of the poor, the niore wealthy
friends of the socicty will cousiderately make
nim, at least in part, vheir alwoner ; and also
that a portion of the bounty which flows thirongh
the Churel in other chunnels, might be profitavly
seut through the medivm of the pastor ; thus in-
creasing the weight and iufluence of his character
amoung the poor. His own resources, meanwhile,
will not remuin uuapplied, as fur as his ability
goes—remembering that he has the Levite’s por-
tion. - Many of our rich friends, and the stewards
of our societics, are known kindly to sympatbize
with their minister in this watter. ’

I am persuaded, my dear fricnd, that to you I

negd yot add ‘much jy, thelg com sunications on. 3
whe subject' of & carefal redecthing of time, in

order to allow the necessary opportunity for this
important daty. Happily you are not among
those who, we fear, are betrayed into the waste of
wany hours in a certain very uumministerial babir,
which if it ever could become u help to reflection,
could not cousistently be indulged in the street.
But you can reflect as you po along the streets,
from house to house, or even read those less
weighty works which it may be necessary you
should be partially familiar with, but which must
never be allowed to occupy the study, or to
abridge the time you sheuld devote to pastoral
visitation, This may be done at intervals, and
in detachied portions of time, thus carefully put
to a less important use, while the other must nos,
for the sake of a goud couscience, be left nudone,

I have not presumed, in the various remarks [
have been led to make in answer to your request,
that there are no difficulties to be expected, uris-
ing from the people ihemselves ; sach as their
indisposition to enter upon spiritual subjects, the
worldly spirit, and ofteu_irregular domestic man
agemetit, which may characterize some families ;
the claims cf busiuess, the family cares, or the
intermixture of characters to be found frequeuntly
auder one roof : all this, and wuch wmore, might
form materials for an apology for the omission or
neglect of this daty. But it will not be so with
you, who are anxious to know the best metbod
to meet and obviate such difficnlties. Yon will
rather muke them all subjects for prayer ; and,
goiog forth deeply iinbued with the love of Christ,
gathering uiotives from his cross and passion,
and in meek dependence upon his Holy Spirit,
you will generally find that your owa spirit and
temper will in o great measure give the tone to
others, and so monld and form their minds, that
other spirits will , sympathize with your own.
This thought, ever present with you, w.ll serve
to promote watchfulness, gravity, tenderness, aud
love, in all your intercourse with the Cnurcii
Your care for their souls will be appuarent Lo them,
and also lead you to act and spesk in the very
spirit of him who said, * What is our hope, v
jvy, or crown of rejoiciug? are ot eveu ye iu the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
tor ye are our glory and joy,

For the St. Louis Chriétiau Advocate,
A Merited Rebuke.

Perbaps there never was a meanct thing, a
baser thing, or more contemptible thing concocred
and executed by auy man, or any set of men,
under cover of religious zeal, thau that notoricus
production by J. M. Graves, the Iron Wheel.
What Macaulay said of the chief orator of the
French Revolution, may, in all truthfalness, Le
gaid of the Iron Wheel, if not of Alr. Graves—
“Whatsoever thiugs are false, whatsoever things
are dishonest, whatsoever things are unjust, what-
soever things are impure, wiatsoever things ure
anlovely, whatsosver things are of ill report, if
there be auy vice, if there be any shame, we
kuow that all these things cowbined to uuite in
the character of this man ; and if auything was
wunting to complete 80 consumnnate, 80 rare a
aunion of qualties, it was faruished by the reflec-
tiou that his actions were cloaked by & zealous
profession of piety.” We suy so ol lis wan
and his book.

But after ll, after so much that is mean, and
base, aud cootemptible, as is manifest in the
character of this uan Graves, and his book, the
Methodigt Chureh, and practical Christiunity gen-
erally, may receive essential benelit therefrom.
It lies no less in tho power ol our enemies than
it does in our friends to bless us.  Aund we may
need just such blessings us our euemies alone will
bestow. Christ pronounced woes ou that man of
whom all men should speak well ; surely the
Church would fall under no less a carso. The
sigus, if we cau read them, indicate to us thot we
have een in danger from that quarter. I recol-
lect having heard am old mau say, he believed
the Methodist Church sinued in holdisg its ceu-
tenary meetings.
snggested wheiher these wectings might nf)b eu-
geuder a spirit of sectarianism and pride in Lh‘e
breasts of Methodists. Reader, suffer not this
notion of the old man concerning the ceutepnry
meetings of Methodism to excite asmile.' B-sj
lieveit, there is more than a mere suggestion in
the thought. God is a jealous Ged! His glory
he will mot give to auother. We reco.l{cct hav-
ing seen in oune of our leading Csxurch:]uurnalrs a
gories of articles headed, “Tue glory of Method-
ism.” We objccaed to the hcading th'(m, and ?;e
do yet. Wat is the glory of Methodism ? . We
anderstand Methodism to be but a certaiu Ka
peculiar, if you please,) f?r:n of dchlOpt.}il Caris-
tinnity—a kiud of organiz:d u'mx-essent‘,.mls;. :-md
though non-essential, yet \vorlugg.to ’L’he edlhc'u.-
tion, ““to the perfecting of the Saints. Wc.u.y
o the heading for two reasols; to our wind,
two strong reasous. Furst. M,ctho'dlsm _ﬁqs.no
dly. If she had, I fear, Judg?ng
s, she is fast losing

ject t

from certain late expression
ber glory.

f God—of God —ker glory

|

First. Hergloryisof &
is nothing. The glory of

Whete

Methodisw !

Iv is, however, believed,

" Moses.

streams from the rock.

Llis reasons were pluin: He

isit? In her Church crdinances? These are of
Christ. In her institutions ? These are of the
provi'ence of God. In her ministry? These
are called of God, not of men. 1n the orders of
lier misistry ? These were appoiunted of her
Head. What, then, is the glory of Methodism?

o find an answer for the question, wo must seek.

for it in other directions. It may afferd some
pride of feeling to the heart of a Methodist, for
him to reflect  that he helongs to a sect whose
efforts for the spread of Gospel truth have met
with more than ordinary success in the history of

-| Christianity : it may do him some good—may
slate his spirits—to meditate uvpon the itinera-|

tions of his father, who was a traveling preacher,
and note from his journals the vast sufferance he
did undergo in the performance of so much labor,
of so much trial, of eo much persecution, of so
nuch death, And yet bis father may not have

labored as Paul labored, nor have endured as|

Paul endured, nor have met persécufions as Paul
met persecutions, nor have suffered death as Paul
suffered death.
ouly as they came in the way of the cross, save

ia Lis infirmities.- Why not; Punl 2° Why not
slory in something besides Christ, avd the cross) 8
L I ;‘9}4 2.

“hisses of an enemy. Bating one little paragraph,

3

of Obrist 2 * Why sav ‘glory in - Paulydgeruhs
and in Paul’3zeal, and in Paul’s bolduess for the
truth, and in Paals travels, and in Paals:preach-
ing, and in Paul’s persecations, and ‘in Paul’s
death ? Why not? Why, just because ‘Paul
niad too much sense, not tosay too much religion,
to do so. * By the grace of God, I am what 1
am”  ““Not by might nor by power, bat by my
-pirit.”  Paul knew it; be felt it.  Glory in him-
«lfl He was too sensible & men for that. (o
nack to the epoch when Geoed saved his people
from a tyrant’s sceptre. Who drove back the
waters of the sea? The cast wind of the Al-
mighty ; not the hand of Moses, Who turned
the flint into a fountain of waters?  Jehovah,
who stood thero upon tho rock ; not the rod of
Who demolished the walls of Jericlio ?
Grod, the Almighty; pot the march of the priests
and the Jewish army, nor the sounding of the
trampets, nor tho blowing of the ram’s-horas,
Thus it was; thus it is; thas it shall be. It was
w0t the hand of Muses, but the power of God,
hat dried up the seas. It was not the rod of
Aaron, but the power of God, that brought the
It was not the shoats of
the men of war aud the blowing of the rams-
horns, hut the spirit of God, that threw down
vhe walls of Jericho. It was not the learning of
Paul, but the gospel of Christ, that converted
the nations. And so of Methodism : it was not
the enthusiasm of Wesley, but the grace of God,
that enabled him to work effectually to . the
spreading of holiness through these lands. It is
not Methodist preachers, nor Methodist deacons,
nor Methodist elders, nor Mecthodist bishops, nor
Methodist institutions, that work effectoally to
the spread of scriptural boliness among the
churches alone, hut the grace of God, which
worketh mighiily in, and with, and through them.

We can not keep the idea too near the mind’s
vision ; we can not deal too practically with it.
For, what are we without it? No more than
other people—in the prophetic words of Wesley:
“No better than other people.” With the Apos-
tle, then, we are bound to exclaim, “God forbid
that we should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ ;” save it be ‘“in our infirmi-
ties.,”  And we fear that these are iucreasiug.
We judge so from tho recent developments at
the late General Couference of the M. E, Chureh,
Suath, held at Nashville, Tenn, 7

One of the very best critiques on the doipgs
of that body we have noticed is an excerpt from
tue N. C. Presbyterian, We prize it the more
highly on cccount of its haviug appeared in the
quarter it has.  We take it that the critique is
just, It certainly ought to be considered by all
true lovers of a pure and scriptural Christiauity,
as well timed and, in the premises, justly evoked,
We hand you, Mr. Editor, the excerpt, and then
we want to say a word about it :

‘Revazarios or DiscrrLine.—Oue of the mark-
ed characieristics of the Methodist Church in its
orgamzation and early history was the stringency
ot its rules and practice ou the subject of orna-
went in dress,  Even within the memory of per-
sous now living aud who may be couswdered in
the prime of life, jewelry was & probibitivn article
amoug the members of the Charch. Plainness
of apparel was an essentiul requisite, and the
severest penaltics of the Discipline were iuflicted
apon all who were deemed so worldly minded as
to indulge in uunecessary ornament.  Mr. Pierce
stated on the floor of Conference at Nashville

that he kuew & lady expelied for wearing in her
vounet an artificial that cost only 121 cents |

But thess days of fashion and folly have
wrought a wounderful revolution in the views and
habits of the members of that Chureh.  And
the mivisters are making an effort to change the
Disciplive in order to legalize jewelry and orua-
went. In the General Couference, a spicy and
witty discussion took place of the moiion te
sirike out the clause forbidding these “vanities,”
aud the speaking was nearly all on one ~ide. It
seemed Lo be the general desire to see who could
poke the most fun at the offeusive restriction,
and, forming our opinion from the debate, it ap
penred to be the unanimous judgment of the body
that the clause shou'd be expunged. One minis-
ter said he must put on his gold spectacles to
read the rule in the Discipline, and anotier cou-
tended that it was never designed for any but
the women | Mr. Maflict was represeuted as
saying that he pever preached against dress, be-
calse, when he went out guuning, he tried to
shoot the bird and not the feathers |

Auother (C. F. Deems) spoke in favor of ex-
pungiug the role, and, among other things, said:
“Pue rule would do for the regulation cf a
sucicty, but for the Chureh to assume to be
mantua maker, milliner and tailor of her mem-
bers, was a coutemptible desecration of her s.cred
office.”

After considerable debate, the sulject was in-
definitely postponed.

We must confess that we always favored the
rule, aud would not object to see it practiced by
our people, though it has no right to a place in a
Book ot Disciptine. All unscriptural attempts
to bind the couscicnee are Lot ouly foolish, but
vain. A Church has no more right to dictate as

to the metul of & man’s watch than as to the,
i

Yet ia all these Paul gloried not, |.

color of his coat ; and yet we have always ad-

mired the stern and rugged simplicity which his-
tory bscribes to tho early Methodista.

The Iron Wheel, as &' means of persecu%ion
and slander, may do us good. Methodism, as
one of the results of human instrumentality, may
be fat from being complete, while it may be the
very best system for the evangelization of the
world therc is. Then, there is a proclivity in the
huimi}i mind to degencrate, to retrograde. The
his;dﬁy of the Church-.rgveals to us this fact.
Instend of going on from good to better, and
from'better to best, the race gencrally go from
good'to bad, eud from bad to worse. At least
guch is the native tendency of things in human
nature, Nor ia, enything scarcely easier for hu-
man performanco than self conceit ? Mere imps
of Sitan may.do us a favor, then, in the end, by
letting loose a storm of wind, and floods of rain,
poiv'atd then, in order to attest the strength and
firmness of the fouudation on which the super-.
structare of Methodism is built up.

- Bat herc is an attack from altogether a differ-
eot quarter. It comes notin the form of the

 vifupgrations of an enemy, but in the form of &

gentletebuke from a friend. As such, we appre-

ikt -

bighly, more, far more, than we would the

we thiok it is to the point; and we make allow-
ance for tha' paragraph of our friend, the Pres-
byterian, on what, we think, proper grounds.
‘No branéh of the Church, with which we are ac-

|quainted, has ventared to lay down such a wide
‘and comprehensive platform for Church member-

ship as the Methodist. No brauch of the Charch
has dealt so practically with such scriptaral pre-
cepts as go to’ enjoin & mon-conformity with the
ungodly and worldly masses around us, as the
Methodist. Ina word, no branch of the Church
has so eutered .into and resolved the trae phi-
losophy of internal and external Christianity, and
showed to the understanding of the most obtuse
minds, the very close "and intimate connéctions
existing between these correlative branches of
our holy religion; none have so coupled the keep-
ing of the positive precepts of Christ with the
moral precepts of all religion that is true.
Heace wo do not marvel at the Presbyterian for
ohjecting to laying down in & book of Church-
discipline a rule rigidly enjoined by his Bible, the
violation of which will be sufficient to covstitute
a person & sinner in the sight of God, and onght
to in the sight of men; but that Methodists
should object at aX to this course 7s marvellous, -
quite marvellous to us. * And the ministers
(Methodist ministers) are making an effort to
change Discipline in order to legalize jowelry and
ornament.” Now, before any body of ministers
can come to such a determination in reference to
this sabject, it strikes us that several things
would be necessary, among which are the follow-
ing : 1. Is the wearing of jewelry forbidden to
Christian people, or any people, by the Bible ?
** Whatever is forbidden is sin.” If -s0, thon, to
the original question. Has the Church a right
to place in her books of Discipline sc ¢piural pre-
cepts, enjoining the observance of them as tests
of Church mewmbership ? She either has or has
not the right. If she has the right =0 to do,
then, will an expunction of any precept from her
books of Discipliné exonerate any member from
his obligations to regard and observe such pre-
cepts? Orcan not a body of Protestant Church
digoitaries, with kid gloves, and gold-headed
canes, and powdered wigs, and gold-case specta-
cles on, pass resolutions cAanging a scriptural
precept as readily as a body of Romish dignita-
ries could pass a desertum resolving the Virgin
Mary into an immacualate being? Can they not?
Said one in council : “ [be rule would do for
‘the regulation of a eociety, but for the Church to
assum? to be a mantua maker, milliner, ad tailor
of her members, was a contemptible desecration
of her sacred office.”” O, shades of Wesley and
Fietcher ?_ O, shades of Hester Aon Rogers ~
end Ann Colter? And this Doctor of Divinity-
would place “ a society” on a higher moral basis
than the Church. Isthat the learning of this
world ? Is that the wisdom of mea? To lay
aside the right proper (!) terminology of the
Doctor, has not the Church a right to say, so far
as the word of God directs, who, and what char-
acters, shall enter her communion ?  Or, to push
the subject in an opposite direction, has she not
the right to exclude from her commanion certain
base characters, characters that are bdse in the
eyes of all? Has she not the right to exclude

from her communion the man who indulges in |

stroag driuks, the man who lives in the practice
of Sabbath breaking, the man who defrands his
neighbor, the man who steals, the man who com-
mits polygamy, tho man who is improdent and
ill-becoming in his general deportment? Can
she not go farther ? Can she not exclude from
the pales of her memliership even him who fails
in the practical use of her ordinary means of
grace, in a proper attendance upon her ordi-
nances, ete.? DBut when we reflect that one
great end to be effzcted turough the organization
of the Church, is, to effect a line of separation
betwixt the-spirit, the maxims, the customs of
the viorld and those of Christians, it becomes still
more apparent’ that she does possess the right,
and that she is wise in exercising that rightin
the way and to the extent already intimated.
Did no% the Jewish Church do this? Did not
the rules of her Church communion (what & great
macitine for mantuamsaking, and millinery, and
tailoring, do we see in the Jewish Church, when
all her priests, and her great high priests, and
levites had to be clothed after a certain way,
fashion; and when the Lord told the whele Isra-
elitish nation that they should wear blue lining on
the skirts of their garmants) extend to meats, ™
drinks, clothing, &c.? And when Christ set up
the latter dispensation, in which he plainly taught
u3 the close connection neeessarily cxisting
between the slate of the heart and the outer life
—the deportment of the man—shounld we expect
any disregard for these things by the Church ?
Does it stand to reason that a Church called to

higher degrees of holiness, and urged to.greater
care in all ber outward deportment before a
hawk-eyed world, should wince at evils not en-
dured by a darker dispensation? If men could
not be reckless in these things, and not suffer
wher less was expeeted from the Church, the en-
quiry i8: How shall we escape if we neglect
them? This is no unscriptural attempt to bind
the conscience, Bro. Presbyterian.t

B8CRIPTURAL RULL FOR DRESS.

.Whose adorning let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting of the hair, or wearing of
gold, or putting on of apparcl—not with braided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array.

SCRIPTURAL TEST.
Whatever the Bible commandetb, is duty.
Whatever the Bible forbids, is sin,
Whatever the Bible allows, is lawfal.

- Whatever the Bible is silent on, is non-essen-
tial. _

‘8o judge ye as wise men.”

—

*Can rhe not enjoin fasts, &c.? And did not tkbe
Jews go further? '

tSee Acts of Apostles xv. 28, 39, especially, eto.
P
Sarcszhie, Mo., Aug. 5k, 1858,

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Proverbial Sermons, by Fletcher.,
“Oune sinner destroyeth much good.”

Art thou a sinner? All are sinners by inkerit-
ance. Tremble if thon have added personal
transgression, and have not shed bitter tears of
penitence, and heard sweet words of pardbn.
Tremble, lest it be said of thee, in reference to
this work of destraction, “thou art the man.”
If thou art a sinner afready, thou hast accumu.
lated a store of wrath that eternity, with all its
retributive anguish, can not cfface.

“Que sinner destroyeth much good.” Good is
the purchased inheritance of thy disordered race;
good is the perpetual thirst of thy immortal
spirit; good is Heaven’s richest and best gift to
the poor, down-trodden and oppressed of earth;
good is the best gift of earth and the brightest
blies of heaven. Thy good cost the tears and
sorrow of the Son of Gud. Thy good cost the
anguish of thy Savier’s heart-—his fearful soffer-
ing—his ignominioas death, This is thy inherit-

| auce, the inheritance. of all thy race. Wilt thou

rob' God of his glory, thy neighbor of his immor-
tal crown, and thyself of the peace, joy and hope
offered thee in the gospel? Wilt thou rob thy
Savior of Lis purchased right, and heaven of its
brightest jewels? ' ,

“Oue sinner destroyeth much good.” Sinner, is
this thy work? Art thoa pledged to this work of
destroying goed? Hust thou dedicated thy noble
and godlike powers to this ignoble service, and
become companion with fiends in thy degradation?
Thon art destroying good by thy precepts; thy
language i3 defiance to thy God, indifference to
his holy law, and contempt of his fearful threats.
Thy words are blasphemy, thy tongue uttereth
carses and defiance, Blighting and mildew fall
from thy. pollated lips. The noble faculty of
speech, given thee in merey, by a kind, heavenly
Father, thou art using to destroy all that is true,
beantiful and good of earth, ¢ Thy tongue is
get on fire of hell ”—a fountain of living death—
a world of sin—a volcano of burning lava, fresh
from the pit of darkness, spreading death in its
pathway. Thy example is pernicious. * He
that is not with me is against me.” Thy every
act speaks the rebellion of thy heart. Thou art
with the demons of darkness in their work of de-
straction.

Thou art destroying good with thy wealth, thy
intelligence, thy kind heart and polished map-
ners, and thy position in society. All theso thon
hast dedicdted to thé prince of darkness and his
work of destruction. Thy touch blights the fair-
est and most beautiful flowers that bloom along
the pilgrim’s pathway. Thy breath is mildew
and pestilence upon the milions of earth, strug-
gling amid clonds, and tears, and graves, for the
beautifal aud the good. Thy look of discourage-
ment crishes the noblest effort of the doubting
and trembling heart. Thy word chills the warm-
est affection, and crushes the aspirdtions of the
soul for immortality and eternal Lfe. Thon art
destroying much good.

Si. ner, stay thy hand. A fearful jndgment ix
pronounced against thee. Thou art * treasuring
up wrath against the day of wrath.” “Cease to
do evil, learn to do well;” ally thyself to the
hosts of heaven; teach thy heart obedience; tune
thy lips to praise; dedicate thy noble powers to
the cause of virtue; breathe the prayer of faith
into the cars of Jehovah; heed the voice of
mercy, bidding thee welcome; and behold the
hand of God, holding out to thy gaze the rich re-
ward of obedience.  “Do goed,” and thou shalt
rear for thyself & monument of mortal praise
Do good, and thou shalt deck thy crown with
stars that shall shine withk the light of immor-
tality. Do good, and thou shalt hear the we!-
come, ““ Come, ye blessed of my Father, and in-
herit the kingdom prepared for yon.”

St. Charles, July 30, 1858,

Trurn.—Trath veeds not the service of pas-
sion; yea, nothing so deserts it as passion when
set to serve it. The spirit of trath is withal the
spirit of meekness. The dove that rested on the
great champicn of truth, who is the truth itself,
is. from him derived to the lovers of truth; and
they should seck the participation of it.—Leigh-
ton. :

Many who desire to die tho death of the
righteous, do not endeavor to live the life of the
righteous; gladly would they have their end like
theirs, but not their way. They would be saints
in heaven, but not saints on earth. This is the
desire of the slothful, which Kkills him, hecause
his hands refuse to labor,

Parentan NrgrLecr.—The man who does not
make the religious character of his children the
supreme end of all his couduct towards them,
may profess to believe as a Christian, bat cer-
tainly acts as an atheist.—James, '

Taey 8Say,

From Sargent’s Monthly is taken the follow-
ing instructive dialoguo, which is very applica.
ble to a great many persons in the world. Profit
by it:

Mr. Tattle—You aro a stranger in these parts,
[ reckon, mister.

Mr. Rolling.—What makes you think so?

Me. T.—Well, you kind of stared about you
a8 yon got out of the cars, as if tho place didn't
look familiar. ’

Mr. R.—Do you know a Mrs. Rollins in this
town?

Mr. T.—Is it sho that lives in tho brown cot-
tage on the hill yonder?

Mr. R.—The same.

Mr. T.—Well, I can’t eay I vislt her, but I
can tell you all about her. Poor womuu!

Mr. R.—Why do you say that? Is anything
the matter with her?

Mr. [.—She has had a hard time of it. Poor
young thing! A mounth after her marriage, and
just as she bad got fixed there in the cottage,
ber scamp of a husband ran off to California.

Mr. R.—Scamp of a husband! Ran off}
(Indignant.) What do yon mean, sir? ( Check-
mg:z mimself.) Excuse me. What did be ruu off
tor

Mr. T.—For robbing & bank. So they say.

Mr. R.—Who say?

Mr. U.— They sny.

Mr. R—Wuo are they?

Mr. T.—The world generally,
says. People say.

Mr. R.—Cun you name & single person, be-
sides yourself, who says it?

Mr. T.—Reully, so many people say it that I
can not think of any one in particular.,

Mr. R.—Perhaps I will quicken your memory
by aud by. But what of Mrs. Rollius?

Mr. T.—She’s on the point of being married
again. So they say.

Mr. R.—Indeed! To whom?

Mr. T.—To a Mr. Edward Edwards,

Mr. R.—(Aside.) Herown brother. (Aloud.)
Are you sure of this? i

Mr. T.—O, yes! He has been residing in the
nouse with her. They tuke romantic walks to-
gether, The wedding is to tuke place immedi-
ately. So they say.
Mr. R.—Who 8.y?
Mr. T.—Well, I told you. TAeysay. What
would yon have more? .

Mr: R.—Who are they?

Mr. T.—How should I know? You are the
most unreasonable man I ever met with. I say
they say, and you ask who say? As if any better
autbority could be given!

Mr. R.—Did They Say ever eay that you were
s meddling, prying, gossiping, impertinent, mis-
chievous, nuscrapulous, malicious retailer of ab-
surd slanders?

Mr. T.—What do you mean, sir, by sach lan-
guage? I'll bave you arrested. Lawyer Fleece-
am is my particular friend. If there was ouly a
witness at hand, sir, I'd make you pay & pretty
sum for this. Keep your hands off, sir] No
watter, sir; kick me—kick me! I see & witness
yonder. I11 have you errested for agsunlt and
baitery. Kick me, if you like.

Mr. R.—1I shal not indunlge you so far. But
take warning, sir, how you quote Mr. They Say
for your scaudalous reports. Old Z%hey Say is a
liar and & coward. ' .

Mr. T.—Thav's libelons, sir. I wish I knew
your naime.

Mr. R.—My name is Rollins, and that cottage
on the hill, there, is mine.

Mr. T.—Wheugh! You Mr. Rollins.

Mr. R.—The same.

Mr, T.—Didu’t you once rob a bank?

Mr. R.—1I once plucked & rose from a bank in
a friend’s garden, whereupon another friend play-
fully remarked that he had canght me robbing a
bank. Some Irish laborers heard him say it,
aud may have misunderstood it. This, probably,
18 the fouudation for yoar story.

Mr. T.—Baut isv’t your wife going to be mar-

ried? Doesu’t she welk out every day with &
young mun?
Mr, R.—That young man is her poor, con-
snmptive brother, who has come here for a change
Jf air. Let me advise you, friend Z%ey Suy, to
look before you leap, another time.

Everybody

Axecpore of Dr, WageLock.— T ie following
incident is derived from the personal narrative
of & Mr. Bualdwin, one of the earliest residents of
Hanover, N. H. He remarked :

I was a constant attendant on the preaching
of Rev. Eleazer Whe-lock, D D. Oua one Sab-
bath the congregation was convened in a barn,
a8 there was then no house of worship in exist-
ence in the place. After the introdaction of his
subject, the Rev. Doctor observed that he shoald
address several classes of hearers in succession,
and apply his discoarse to each. As the several
classes were described, I selected in my mind cer-
tain individoals whom I supposed the *coat
would fit.” As he proceeded in his specification
of faults and sing, I followed, mentally exclaim.
ing, *“ Now A. is hit;” “now B. is wounded;”
“this will excite ill blood;” * this pointed preach-
ing will be felt by them;” *“the preacher un-
doabtedly draws his pictares from life;” “I know
who sat for each.” After the Doctor seemed to
have enumorated all classes of sinuers found in
‘his audience, he paused and cast his eye over the
congregation. He then with great solemnity
added: ‘ There is still one class that I have not
mentioned.” Then there was a slight panse and
breathless silence. The preacher, with unusual
emphasis, resumed: ‘The persons to whom I
now allude, are those who are carefully hearing
for others and not for themselves, who are apply-
ing my discouree to their neighbors, and cloaking
their owua sins.” Then, said Mr. Baldwin, my
head dropped, and I bore the chastisement as
best I could. ““The wounded bird fluttered,” I
assure you. It was a lesson that I did not soon
forget. The garment prepared for me was a bet-
ter fit than any that the good Doctor had pre-
pared for my neighbors,

Tnr WorLp.—O you that dote upon the world,
for what victory de you fight? Your hopes can
be crowned with no greater reward than the
world can give; and what is the world but
brittle thing, full of dangers, wherein we travel
from lesser to greater perils? O let all her vain,
light, momentary glory perish with herself, and
let us be conversant with more eternal things.
Alas! this world is miserable; life is short, and
death is sure.— S¢. Augustine’s Lib. Confess.

REecexeration. — The mystery is, that men
should be in & condition to need regeneration,
not that, such being the fact, the Spirit of the
Lord should be sent to regenerate -them.—
Vaughan.

Tae Poverry or BLiNDNESS.—We say of the
blind man, from whom the visible world is shut
out, that he is poorer by half the world than the
man who sees, O ye spiritually blind, ye indved
are poorer than we by a whole world!w— T%oluck.

A

b

-3
/.



